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Model Railways Ltd, 


“Thanks for the prompt service. 
I’m amazed that you sent a 
valuation less than a day after 
my original enquiry!” 

Mr K Stevens, Hull 
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CASH 

TODAY 

Money for your secondhand 
collectables 


Tel : 0151 733 3655 

Email : preowned @ehattons.com 

Phone opening times 

Mon to Fri 7am-8:30pm Sat 7am-6pm Sun 9am-5pm 

Shop opening times 

Mon to Sat 9am-5pm Sun 10am-4pm 




“I was very pleased with the 
price offered by Hatton’s and the 
simplicity of the service - 1 hope 
you find happy new owners for my 
collection” 

Mr R Thompson, Surrey 


Step 1 

Send us your list of items 
Email to preowned@ehattons.com 
Post to Preowned team, 364-368 Smithdown 
Road, Liverpool, L15 5AN 
Phone us on 0151 733 3655 
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Step 2 

Our experienced staff Review your list 
a Valuation is made of your items 
We make you an Offer 
( usually within 24 hours) 
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Diecast collections bought and sold, including 1:50 scale Corgi trucks 
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(including) 
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welcome 


I n this issue, an established show is 
asking classic truck owners to take 
their trucks along for a new section 
being added (page 6). 

The carnival season may be over, but we 
feature a couple of ERFs given important new 
roles in this business (page 10). 

Stephen Mason was a man with a passion 
for all things mechanical who left a lasting 
legacy after he passed away in late 201 5 
(page 1 2) and our Model Profile this month 
focuses on Bedford’s TL, aimed at winning 
back customers who’d defected to other 
truck makes which introduced tilting cabs 
(page 18). 

Engine manufacturer Cummins is doing 
well here in the UK (page 26) while some old 
trucks in Morocco aren’t (page 28). 


We have a report and pictures from the 
popular Retro Truck Show (page 30) which 
attracted entries from across the globe, and 
our centre spread depicts a fine-looking 
Atkinson Borderer being unloaded at a yard 
in Flitwick (page 38) 

Agricultural tractors are being delivered by 
a rather special Kenworth (page 40), while 
Nostalgia takes a look at the introduction of 
the much-hated speed limiter and the effects 
it had on the job (page 44). 

We feature an interesting (and growing) 
collection of classics in Shropshire (page 46) 
where a man once devoted to British trucks 
changed allegiance and began running 
Volvos, and we visit the premises of the Tite 
family from Dorset who recently celebrated 
40 years in the business (page 56). 


Paul Green is a tipper driver and a classic 
truck enthusiast who has tastefully restored 
one of the last Volvo F 7 tractor units ever 
produced (page 58) spotted at last year’s Mid 
Somerset Show at Shepton Mallet, while The 
Vault features a family firm which ran a 
stunning F2000 MAN 22.403 with the 
spacious Roadhaus cab (page 66). 

Enjoy your read and thanks for buying 
Classic Truck! 0 


Steev Hayes, Editor 
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WHAT’S NEW? NEWS, ADVICE & UPDATES 



CHARITY EVENT 



• 


A huge charity 
bash is being 
organised in 
memory of 
Steve Mason 
who passed 
away in March. 


p - - 


A charity fundraising day 
has been organised in 
memory of well-known 
classic truck enthusiast 
Stephen Mason from West 
Wales who passed away in 
March 201 5 (Feature, see 
page 12). The event will be held 
at the Nantyffin Motel, 
Llandissilio, near Narberth on 
March 5th 201 6. It is being held 


just two days before what 
would have been Stephen’s 
52nd birthday. 

The memorial event will 
consist of a two-course meal, 
evening entertainment, an 
auction and a raffle (the raffle 
tickets will be available to buy 
beforehand). Tickets are £25.00 
per person. Overnight 
accommodation is available at 


the venue. Any donations 
towards the auction or raffle 
would be gratefully received. All 
proceeds from the event will be 
divided between Ty Bryngwyn 
Hospice and the Chemotherapy 
Unit in Glangwili Hospital in 
Carmarthen. For further info 
contact Helen Mason on 07966 
520263 or email: skipperteam@ 
tiscali.co.uk. 


A DEDICATED DUO 


Pink 

Panthers 


T wo new dual-branded 
trucks have joined 
Huddersfield-based 
palletised distribution specialist 
The Pink Link Ltd. 


The new trucks increase the 
overall number of dual-branded 
vehicles which are being used 
to service the company’s 
American candle manufacturer, 
Root Candles, contract. 

Root Candles and The Pink 
Link Ltd have worked together 
since March 2014. In February 
201 5 the two firms revealed the 
first branded truck featuring 
Root Candles and Pinky Lynx. 

Root Candles’ CEO Brad 
Root said: “Root Candles 
Europe is very pleased to have 
such a wonderful local partner 
to work with.” 



ABOVE The Pink Link dual-branded 
trucks will haul candles for 
American customer. 


RIDER SPONSORED 


TRIALS CHAMP BID 


iab is sponsoring 
Nordic motorcycle 
trials champion Eddie 
Karlsson, who finished number 
10 in the 2015 World 
Championship. His big aim now 
is to reach the world Number 
One position. 

Karlsson, aged 20, started 
riding bikes at weekends in his 
dad’s scrap yard in Gallinge in 
south-west Sweden. He 
switched to a trials bike at the 
age of nine. His climb to elite 
level was rapid and many junior 
titles followed. Karlsson is now 
a multiple Swedish champion, 
competing professionally for the 
Honda Montesa team based in 
Spain and divides his time 
between Barcelona and his 
native Sweden. 


Hiab president Roland 
Sunden said: “When I saw 
Eddie Karlsson ’s jaw-dropping 
skills and learned about his 



ABOVE Eddie Karlsson is 
aiming for world title with help 
of new sponsors. 


ambition, I realised it was a 
perfect match, and we are very 
excited to be sponsoring this 
young talent, and to bring him 
to our many events.” 

Motorcycle trials feature 
specialised motorbikes and 
events normally take place 
outdoors in all kinds of difficult 
terrain, before moving indoors for 
the winter. The riders must keep 
control of their bikes without 
putting their feet on the ground. 
The sport is physically very 
demanding. “It is all about 
maintaining balance and 
control,” Karlsson said. 
“Obstacles on the course can be 
either natural or constructed and 
are there to test our skill. Our 
bikes are built to perform and 
precision is absolutely vital.” 


TEACHER’S PET 


MAN goes 
to school 

AN Truck & Bus 
Bellshill were top of 
the class when they 
took a Euro 6 truck on a recent 
school visit. 

Clydeview School in 
Motherwell asked MAN Truck & 
Bus Bellshill to provide a truck 



ABOVE Pupils at Clydeview 
School got the chance to sit in 
Euro 6 MAN truck. 


for the day as part of a 
transport project held for its 
pupils at the additional support 
needs school and nursery and 
MAN was happy to oblige. 
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SHOW 

ALERT 

Don’t worry, we haven’t gone 
all agricultural here at Classic 
Truck, but we want to draw 
your attention to the Spring 
Tractor World Show, which 
takes place on the 27th and 
28th February 201 6 at the 
Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcs, WR13 6NW 
(www.tractorworldshows . co . 
uk). Organised under a license 
agreement with Kelsey Media 
and an obvious choice for 
petrol (and diesel) heads, this 
well-established large 
traditional spring show is a 
season opener event. The 


show continues to expand and 
this year with Kelsey’s backing, a 
classic commercial and van 
display has been added 
alongside the classic tractors, 


vintage machinery and classic 
Land Rovers on display - of 
which 90 per cent is indoors - 
using all four exhibition halls at 
the venue. There’s a huge HJ 


Pugh vintage auction sale (over 
2300 lots in 201 5) on the 
Saturday, plus trade stands, 
Sunday vintage sort out, club 
displays, weekend camping 
and more. Classic commercial 
vehicle and van owners are 
invited to come along and 
display for the weekend - with 
camping available, or you can 
just arrive on the Sunday 
morning. Please pre-book for 
the weekend display using a 
downloadable entry form from 
the website or call our office for 
a booking form or if you wish to 
display your classic on the 
Sunday only, no need to book 
just turn up at the showground 
on Sunday morning before 
9.30 am for free entry. 


MILST0NE TRUCK 


LORD MAYOR’S SHOW 


Historic handover 


L eyland Trucks has 

celebrated production 
of its 400,000th 
commercial vehicle at its 
Leyland assembly plant. The 
DAF XF460 FTP tractor unit 
was handed over to customer, 
Carr’s Flour of Silloth in 
Cumbria as the vehicle rolled 
off the production line. 

Carr’s Flour transport 
manager Steve Mattinson was 
invited to Leyland Trucks as 
part of the production facility’s 
‘Building Britain’ events - a 
series of customer visits 
hosted jointly by Leyland 
Trucks and DAF Trucks UK. 

The Leyland plant is one of 
Britain’s premier 
manufacturing sites and is the 
centre of design and 
production for the versatile 
DAF LF range. 

It also produces UK- 
registered, right-hand-drive 
DAF CF and XF models, as 
well as a significant number of 
vehicles for export to markets 
in Europe and around the 
globe. Steven Mattinson said: 
“I’m very proud to be a DAF 



ABOVE The 400,000th vehicle rolls 
off the Leyland production line. 


operator. My company has a 
long history of acquiring 
British-built trucks, and it’s 
fantastic to see Leyland Trucks 
thriving today. 

“This is our first Euro-6 
vehicle and it’s built to the 
highest quality standards. 
Through DAF Transport 
Efficiency, I’m confident we 
have an ultra-reliable truck 
supported by the industry’s 
best aftersales service. 

“We receive excellent 
support from Solway DAF in 
Carlisle and, back-up is first 
class throughout the DAF 
dealer network. As a result, we 
enjoy virtually no downtime.” 

The 400,000th vehicle is a 
milestone for Leyland Trucks 
since production began here 
in 1980. 


Merc stars 


A Mercedes-Benz Econic 
fitted with the very 
latest in cyclist- and 
pedestrian-friendly road 
transport technology was 
shown to flag-waving crowds 
during the 800th Lord Mayor’s 
Show. The 1 8-tonne Econic 
1 830 skip-loader was cheered 
as it wound its way through the 
rain-drenched streets of the 
famous Square Mile during the 
event held in November. 

Its low-height, fully glazed 
cab provides unparalleled 
visibility to the front and sides, 
making the Econic ideally- 
suited to operation in busy town 
and city centres. 

The 4x2 truck’s high-tech 
appearance was in marked 
contrast to another four- 
wheeled vehicle, the Lord 



ABOVE Econic skip-loader 
wowed the crowds at the Lord 
Mayor’s Show in London. 


Mayor’s gold, 350-year-old 
state coach. 

Also available in 6x2/4 
26-tonne configuration, and as 
an 8x4 32-tonne factory 
conversion, the Econic was 
purpose-designed for municipal 
duties and is most commonly 
used as a refuse and recycling 
vehicle. It is now being 
marketed to those working in 
other sectors, notably 
construction. Econic-based 
tippers, mixers and skip-loaders 
offer significant safety benefits 
for operators seeking to reduce 
the risk of one of their vehicles 
being involved in a potentially 
fatal collision with either a 
cyclist or pedestrian. 

The first Econic construction 
chassis to work on behalf of the 
City of London Corporation - a 
32-tonne Econic 3235 tipper- 
grab, ordered by highways 
contractor JB Riney of Bow, 
from Dealer S&B Commercials 
was due to enter service early 
in the New Year. 

The vehicle is fully air- 
suspended, which should be of 
great benefit to a truck working 
in an urban environment. 
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WHAT’S NEW? NEWS, ADVICE & UPDATES 



Rare breed 


A Glen Dee Scania 113 
(3-Series) 6x2 tractor 
unit scale model truck 
coupled to a Thermo-King 
three-axle fridge trailer has just 
been released and is available 
for purchase into the Tekno UK 
Historic Collection. A well- 
known name embedded in the 


roots of the Aberdeenshire road 
transport scene before being 
acquired by Grampian 
International Freight in the 
mid-1990s, this model is 
already proving to be hugely 
popular among collectors! 

Priced at £149.95 including 
free UK delivery, it is strictly 


limited to 1 50 pieces and is 
expected to fly off the shelves. 

It is exclusively available from 
Speedbird Promotions. 

This stunning model can be 
ordered by calling the 
Speedbird Promotion offices, or 
via its website at www. 
teknomodeltrucks.co.uk 


Thirst quenchers 


INVESTMENT HEDGED 


T he UK’s first new-series 
Volvo FL urban artics 
have entered service 
with Stockport- based 
Robinsons Brewery. The 
24-tonne GCW 4x2 tractor 
units were supplied by Thomas 
Hardie Commercials, Trafford 
Park, Manchester. 

The two new tractor units 
represent part of an on-going 
investment programme by 
Robinsons Brewery which has 
seen £5 million spent on a new 
brewhouse and the opening of 
a hugely popular Visitor Centre, 
the latter winning a ‘Gold’ 
accolade in 201 5 for 
outstanding quality as part of 
Visit England’s Visitors 
Attraction Quality Scheme. 

Robinsons Brewery’s history 
stretches back 1 77 years to 


1 838. It is a long-standing 
member of the Independent 
Family Brewers of Britain 
Association (IFBBA). The sixth 
generation members of the 
family have joined the company 
which continues to play an 
important role in the British 
brewing and pub industry. 

Logistics manager Mathew 
Heath said the two new Volvo 
urban artics will deliver beer, 
wines, spirits and soft drinks to 
Robinsons 300 pubs, as well as 
free trade customers on both 
sides of the Pennines, Wales 
and the Midlands. 

“Manoeuvrability is crucial for 
drays,” Mathew said. “The 
Medium cab FLs are plated for 
24 tonnes GCW operation and 
have a 3070 mm wheelbase. 
They’ll be coupled to 7.9 m 



ABOVE Volvo FL drays will carry 
drinks for Robinsons Brewery. 


single axle trailers. By working 
with Volvo engineers to 
optimise the chassis packaging 
for Euro-6, the new FL urban 
artic wheelbase of 3070 mm is 
the same as the previous FL 
model which was operated by 
Robinsons Brewery.” 

Impressive specification of 
the two new trucks includes 
rear air suspension with remote 
wander lead, fuss-free I -Sync 
six-speed, overdrive automated 
transmissions, an EBS+ 
package (including Traction 
Control and Hill Hold), as well 
as an Electronic Stability 
Program (ESP). 


BOXING CLEVER 


Storage 

kings 

C lassic truck owners and 
restorers looking for 
professional quality, 
heavy-duty tool chests where 
they can store their hand and 
power tools might want to take 
a look at the latest in the Clarke 
HD Plus range. 

The CBB209B chest and 
CBB217B cabinet (sold 
separately) features include 
five-inch chrome spoked 
wheels, an extra-large side 
handle and aluminium pull 
handles. Each drawer is 
supplied with a protective 
anti-slip liner and features ball 
bearing drawer runners for 
smooth sliding action. Each 
cabinet is designed with a foot 
brake and a special push-lock 
feature prevents drawers from 
opening accidentally or when 
the unit is tilted - all drawers will 
lock simultaneously when the 
top lid is closed. A three drawer 
step-up modular unit can be 
added as well as side lockers if 
extra storage is needed. With a 
range of drawer combinations 
and a maximum load of up to 
43 kg per drawer, prices for the 
Clarke HD Plus range start at 
£119.98. 

A range of colours are 
available including Blue Line 
Industrial, Black and Gold and 
Clarke Contractor yellow. 0 


BELOW Clarke HD Plus range is 
a selection of high-quality power 
tool storage cabinets. 
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LETTERS YOUR VIEWS, QUESTIONS & COMMENTS 


WRITE TO: Classic Truck, Kelsey Publishing Group, PO Box 978, Peterborough PEI 9FL EMAIL: ct.ed@kelsey.co.uk 


STAR LETTER WRITER WINS A FANTASTIC MODEL TRUCK FROM THE EFE RANGE! 


Wincanton united! 


i 


Wincanton 
film evening 
was a blast, 
pictured lots 
of trucks like 
this one and 
raised lots 
of cash for 
charity! 



W e estimate about 
1 30 people 
attended a recent 
Wincanton film evening which 
focussed on the history of 
Wincanton Transport. 

Many old drivers came, with 
the oldest being about 85 - 
he started for WTE. 

WTE was one of many 
companies under Cow & 

Gate. In Wincanton alone 
there were Wincanton 


Transport & Engineering, Dried 
Milk Products (Cow & Gate), 
Wincanton Garages, Budgens 
Garage and Bayford Builders. 

In Sherborne there was DC 
Engineering! Not sure when 
Wincanton went private! The 
evening was dreamt up by 
Gerald Box (Boxey) and I, as 
we had a lot of bits and pieces 
of film, which I (Ducky) linked 
together in some sort of date 
order with a lot of film from 
many sources. 


It started in 1 965, with film of 
the churns going into the Cow 
& Gate Factory, then onto the 
start of bulk milk collection at 
Aldermeads’ reload centre! The 
film showed many of the old 
dairies in London which the liner 
(eight-wheelers then artic) tanks 
went to! We also saw the rise 
and fall of Aldermeads, showing 
the centre pulled down, as the 
land was sold to two 
supermarket chains! Also we 
saw one of the WTE’s Fun Days 
which were so popular in the 
late 1 980s and early 1 990s 

The start of the decline, and 
downsizing of the main 
Aldermeads reload station was 
mainly due to the finishing of 
the Milk Marketing Board in, I 
think 1993. 

Farming changed 
dramatically, with large farms 
getting bigger, others going out 
of business and the price of 
milk going down in a new free 
market. This forced companies 
like Wincanton into changing 
fleets to much larger vehicles, 


with milk collections 
and unloading systems which 
were by now much faster than 
those in the 1 970s-1 990s. 
This not only speeded the job 
up, but tankers also now went 
into large dairies, with loads of 
28,000 litres of milk collected 
from just a couple of farms. 

The evening was a chance 
for a get together, with many 
drivers meeting for the first 
time in 1 5-20 years! We also 
wanted to raise money for 
Macmillan Cancer Care, and 
this we did, with the total 
falling just short of £1 000! 

Wincanton Ltd paid for the 
hire of the Maddock’s Pavilion 
for the evening and an event 
for its customers the following 
Tuesday helped swell the total 
to just under the £1 000 mark. 

The social evening went a 
lot better than Gerald and I 
ever thought it would, which 
was great! 

Richard (Ducky) 

Duckworth via email 


Thames Trader: Lost & found 


I read with great interest the 
letter sent in by Jim King 
regarding possible 
information and pictures of the 
quarry operators Peters & 
Barham and their Thames 
Trader tippers fitted with 
the Hensman seven cu yd 
bodies (< Classic Truck, 
November 2015). 

I, like Jim, have followed this 
company and their vehicles 
since the late 1 950s when I 
used to stand outside the many 
quarries spotting and recording 
their numbers. To me in those 
days the tiny Traders by today’s 


standards were huge. I am 
afraid I cannot further Jim’s 
research as it is Jim who kindly 
sent me pictures etc leaving me 
at the same stage of research. 

I can, however, give him names 
of the people who helped me 
and I would publicly like to 
thank them: Alan Biggs, Enfield, 
John Clarke, Ted Smith, John 
Stanfield, Neil Upton and others 
who are the aforementioned 
contacts. Thank you all. 

I may have seen Jim’s father in 
those distant days. The picture 
in Classic Truck is probably the 
best I have seen and really 


portrays the vehicle completely. 

I do remember 995 MEV (no 
60) plus many of that era and 
reg 667/668 NVX, 567 NTW ... 
NNO. I had at one time all the 
numbers but as time went on I 
lost them. Incidentally it is the 
first time I have seen a picture in 
colour of the original P&B 
colour as on the name boards 
of the D-series Fords which 
also carry Hensmans bodies, 
this time at nine cu yd as they 
ran at 1 6 tons gross. I would 
love to know the colours, name 
or code. Before moving to the 
Cawoods yellow some Traders, 



ABOVE Peters & Barham Thames 
Traders looked huge to a young 
Roy Cumbers! 


namely the later six-wheelers, 
County or AWD conversions 
with a 1 0 cu yard body, had 
the normal body colour but with 
a really classy looking grey on 
the cabs. 

Roy Cumbers, Chelmsford 0 


PLEASE ENSURE YOU INCLUDE YOUR FULL NAME AND ADDRESS AND A DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER. 
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’%X Gemini Carnival Club: ERF locomotives 

WORDS: Joseph Lewis PHOTOGRAPHY: Joseph Lewis/ Mike O’Neill 

Globe 
revellers 

Classic ERFs have a new life 
with the Globe Carnival Club. 

1 recently spied a classic ERF tractor unit alongside a 
carnival float in Wells (Somerset carnival season was in 
full-swing). From my experience with Gemini Carnival 
Club at llminster carnival, the space on the back was 
replaced by a large ‘carrying box’ for all the spares and 
accessories used during carnivals. The glimpse of the ‘Wide 
Load’ sign also suggested, as in Gemini’s case, this ERF 
was used to tow the club’s float to and from events. “Globe 
Carnival Club (GCC) takes part in the annual Somerset Guy 
Fawkes Illuminated Carnivals starting at Bridgwater and 
covering Burnham on Sea, Weston Super Mare, North 
Petherton, Shepton Mallet, Wells and Glastonbury over a 
two week period,” Mike O’Neill from the GCC explained. 

“The entries are called ‘carts’ which reflects the transition 
from horse-drawn to agricultural tractor and now converted 
‘end of life’ commercial tractor units or ‘locomotives’. 

“Globe needed to replace its converted John Deere 4WD 
tractor and decided to move to locomotives and air brake 
systems,” Mike continued. “We are regulated by the VCA 
(Vehicle Certification Agency) and monitored by VOSA and the 
police and we operate under a VSO (Vehicle Special Order). 

“In 2013, the search began for two suitable vehicles,” Mike 
said. “One needed to have its cab removed and the driving 
position converted to centre front. This vehicle would be built 
over and become part of the entry. The second vehicle 
would have a box-type body fitted and would be used to 
tow the generator trailer between towns and become a 
support vehicle. 

“Vehicle one was found at a local coach operator being 
used as a yard/recovery unit. This was a 1 987 ERF E-series 
4x2 tractor unit; E536 WRO, chassis no SAF32G2TR 
00055997, powered by a Gardner 240 HP 6LX DT engine 
with a Spicer gearbox. The cab was rusted out, but all the 
mechanical units were sound, so work began in-house to 
remove the cab and reposition the driver and controls. 

“Vehicle two was advertised at a local commercial dealer, 
possibly for export. This was a 1 994 ERF EC1 2 6x2 tractor 
unit, M731 SYB, chassis no SAF46P3TTOS 077815, 
powered by the 335 TX engine. The second steering axle 
was removed and a box body added. Both units had fifth 
wheel couplings removed and ballast installed to complete 
the transition to locomotives. We do not have any history for 
unit one but unit two contained a Wincanton defect book 
and research found a photo of the EC1 2 being used by MG 
Gas Products, possibly on contract. Both vehicles were 
completed and put into service in 2014.” 

The GTW of 44 tonnes is a combination of all three units, 
decorated towing vehicle, main cart and decorated 
generator trailer. This combination is only permitted between 
designated carnival assembly areas and dispersal areas for 
which unit one is used. For all other road journeys this is split 
into two units, unit one and the main cart, with unit two and 
decorated generator trailer. Our gratitude to Globe Carnival 
Club for archival images. 0 



jj-731 SYB 


The GTW of 44 tonnes is a 
combination of all three units, 
decorated towing vehicle, main 
cart & decorated generator trailer 
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SUN WORKS. SANDBACH, CHESHIRE. 

T ELEPHONE 0 270 7*33 3 3 TELE X 3815? 










Close-up of the 1987 ERF E-series forward-control seating 
shows the original manufacturer’s plate still in place. 
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Steve Mason’s Scania 143 

WORDS: Neil Johnston PHOTOGRAPHY: Neil Johnston 
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Steve’s 


Superb 143 is shining tribute to loving family 
man and highly-skilled engineer. 


Steve poses proudly 
in front of his Scania 
with wife Helen and 
daughters Christina 
and Victoria. 





“Even at a young age 
he was always to be 
found tinkering away 
with something. One 
of his early projects 
was building a tandem 
bicycle from two 
normal pushbikes!” 


T he Scania 143 featured here is 
not merely another example of 
the popular Swedish V8 truck, 
nor is it even just another well 
turned-out classic show truck. M363 
WWX stands as a head-turning, 
prizewinning testament to the skills, hard 
work and sheer determination of the man 
who restored it. 

Stephen Mason was born and lived in 
the beautiful West Wales county of 
Pembrokeshire. From an early age he 
took a dislike to school and would give it 
a miss at every opportunity. His family’s 
business, started by Steve’s dad Cecil 
and uncle Wilfred with a wheelbarrow 
and some basic tools, had grown into a 
successful plant hire and drainage 
operation and young Stephen would 
often catch the bus to school then wait to 
jump aboard one of the Mason Bros 
passing vans to further his education in 
the workplace rather than the classroom 
for the day. 

Even at a young age he was always to 
be found tinkering away with something. 
One of his early projects was building a 
tandem bicycle, contructing it from two 
normal pushbikes! 

On leaving school Stephen served his 
apprenticeship as a mechanic working at 
a local garage while attending technical 
college. He became a bit of a ‘boy racer’ 



ABOVE Steve took a dislike to school, but he 
had a natural talent for engineering! 


with his love of speed and machinery 
combining with his mechanical abilities, 
he owned a green MKII Ford Escort 
which officially had a standard 1300 
crossflow engine. But he of course made 
his own ‘adjustments’ and added a pair 
of Weber twin 40 carburettors to make it 
go much faster than originally intended. 
He would joke the police wouldn’t be able 
to catch him. It was something else that 
was to catch the car in the end when a 
spirited detour through the forestry on the 


way home from college one night with his 
future brother-in-law Nigel resulted in a 
mishap which resulted in the car getting 
wrapped around a tree. 

This same mischievous love of going 
fast would continue and much later get 
Steve banned from the nearby Oakwood 
theme park on a family day out when staff 
caught him out tinkering with his go cart’s 
engine to make it go faster. 

Steve was quite a character, a great 
storyteller and with a good sense of 
humour and cheeky smile found many 
friends over the years. 

After working on cars and lorries in the 
garage Steve moved on to the family 
business where he worked as a field 
service engineer, carrying out on-site 
maintenance and repairs to the 
company’s heavy plant and equipment. 
He gained a reputation as an exceptional 
mechanic, he excelled in his field and 
took great pride in his work. 

He enjoyed a challenge and often 
succeeded where others had failed. His 
determination and strong will meant he 
would not give up easily. 

Eventually he left the company, which 
continues in the hands of his cousins, to 
go self-employed. The hard-working 
ethos continued, often putting in 12-14 
hours seven days-a-week to get the job 
done. He rewarded himself by buying the 
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Steve Mason’s Scania 143 
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best tools for the job, and he kept 
everything neat, tidy and organised - a 
place for everything and everything in its 
place. Woe-betide anyone who borrowed 
a tool and didn’t put it back where it 
came from! 


The practice of doing everything to the 
best of his ability and to a high standard 
was to spill over from his work into his 
hobby when, along with Helen, his 
girlfriend from the age of 17 and by this 
time his wife and their two daughters 


Christina and Victoria, he got more 
involved in the sport of tractor pulling. 
Steve had been interested in this since 
his late teens and he and Helen had 
travelled to watch it around the UK. Steve 
alongside his cousins Alun and Hywel 
were instrumental in bringing tractor 
pulling to Wales with the first events 
taking place at Haverfordwest 
showground. Many memorable and 
happy times were to follow, rain or shine 
enjoyment was always found. 

Progression to the British Tractor 
Pulling Association (BTPA) saw the 
Mason family and their Fordson Major 
tractor named ‘Skipper’ competing all 
over the UK. Stephen was British 
champion in his class for eight years and 
picked up other awards such as ‘best 
turned out team’ and ‘puller of the year’. 

A cabinet full of these trophies is 
something the family remain very proud 
of. The team were selected to represent 
Great Britain in the European 
championships in 2004, 2005 and 2006 
which meant competing in Germany and 
France. Stephen had long had an interest 
in vintage vehicles and had a great 



ABOVE Not a lot is known about the truck's 
previous life, but it may have pulled crushers. 



ABOVE Any items Steve could not buy or 
source were fabricated in-house. 



ABOVE The truck was stripped right down 
and the chassis was sandblasted. 



ABOVE Converted to 4x2, the exhuast stacks, a rear-of-cab A-frame and ABOVE Paintjob is truly fantastic and is a metallic blue used by the 
rear bumper were all fabricated, along with reworking the diesel tanks. Japanese World Rally Championship car manufacturer Suburu. 
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memory for recalling number plates of 
vehicles from many years ago. 

Having previously owned an old ERF 
tractor unit (his big regret was he forgot 
to remove his original Michelin man from 
it before selling it on), about eight years 
ago Steve decided to buy a Scania 
3-series and it had to be a V8. He did his 
homework and the research resulted in 
him and Helen taking a few days off work 
to go and look at a few 143s for sale. The 
first few were deemed to be too rotten, in 
Essex, Paul Hughes commercials had a 
4x2 and 6x2 for sale. It was a 4x2 option 


Steve preferred, but upon inspection of 
the pair it was found the 6x2 was in much 
better condition. He decided to go for 
that one despite the steering wheel 
coming off in his hands on the road test! 

A deal was subsequently done and M363 
WWX headed west to its new home. 

A 1995 143 450 with a mid-lift/steer 
axle and Topline/Streamline cab the truck 
had already covered about half a million 
miles. Not a lot is known of its earlier life 
although it is thought to have been used 
pulling crushers. With Stephen’s long- 
time friend Kevin Thomas donating part 


of his yard, a workshop was built from 
scaffolding and plastic sheeting to put 
the 143 in and, working only in free time 
at weekends, the job of restoring the 
truck began. 

The truck was stripped right down and 
Steve sandblasted the chassis and 
engine. The middle axle was removed to 
convert it into the 4x2 he had really 
wanted. A little of the good old fashioned 
‘If you can’t buy what you want - make it 
yourself’ thinking took place here. Parts 
were sourced from hours spent looking at 
magazines, ringing around and attending 
shows. Exhaust stacks, a rear-of-cab 
A-frame and rear bumper were all 
fabricated along with reworking some 
diesel tanks to take up the space along 
the chassis where the mid- lift had been. 

The interior of the truck was in need of 
attention. The task of sorting this out was 
entrusted to another Steve, this one from 
Caerphilly, who did a great job of 
recovering it with leather. 

Carl and Rhys Howells from Pendine 
helped out with some of the metal 
fabrication required for pieces such as 
the treadplate chassis infill. 

The paintwork on the truck was 
something Steve put a lot of thought into 
and it was getting this right which 
mattered the most to him. It had been 
around 20 years since he had tackled 
any resprays and even then nothing on 
this scale. He chose a Subaru metallic 
blue as the colour. It was important to him 
to achieve the depth of shine and mirror 
finish he had admired on other 
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well-painted trucks at shows and he 
believed a big part of getting this was in 
the preparation. In my own opinion (and 
that of others better qualified in this area) 
he nailed it. That colour has never looked 
as good - even on any Subaru Impreza 
- as it does on the old Scania! 

It was in January 2014 with the rebuild 
well underway Stephen was diagnosed 
with metastatic pancreatic cancer. The 
cancer spread and in February a harsh 
chemotherapy treatment regime began. 
This was an extremely difficult time for the 
whole family with doctors not being able 
to say if the therapy would work. But after 
four months it was completed and was 
deemed successful. No doubt Stephen’s 
strong will and determination had played 
a part in this. 

Stephen soldiered on to complete the 
truck often with Flelen or friends lending a 
hand and it was ready to be used as 
transport for daughter Christina’s 
wedding to Jon in July. It is remembered 
by the family as a great day with Steve 
seeming to have responded to his 
treatment incredibly well and his health 
appeared to have improved. 

The following week the Scania made its 
debut show appearance at the All Wales 


“It has been great and quite 
therapeutic for me to talk to 
people about Stephen. I 
love to tell people about his 
achievements and what a 
character he was” 



ABOVE Fitting tribute: Stephen's final journey 
was made aboard his beloved Scania. 


LEFT Steve managed to get the Scania 
finished in time to take his daughter 
Christina to her wedding to Jon. 

Truck Show at Carmarthen where it drew 
lots of attention and admiration and went 
on to win the ‘Best Classic Truck’ trophy 
and was parked on the Scania dealer 
stand where it outshone the new trucks. 

In September 2014 a second course of 
chemotherapy started, although this time 
the results weren’t good and it was found 
the cancer had spread even further. 
Stephen struggled on until March 2015, 
when he passed away peacefully just 
days after his 51st birthday. Fie had 
requested some of the funeral plans in 
advance and Stephen’s last journey was 
made on his beloved Scania. 

As a tribute to the man, his 
achievements and their great love and 
pride for him, Stephen’s wife and 
daughters have kept on taking the truck 
to shows where it has continued 
attracting attention and winning awards. 
Helen points out how so many people 
have been amazing and supportive in 
different aspects throughout all they’ve 
been through, as well as friends and 
family providing continuing support. 

There’s Steve’s lifelong friend Kevin 
who helped in the rebuild and afterwards, 
Mike who has driven the truck to shows, 
undertakers EC Thomas, the Amberden 
Foundation which helped the family deal 
with the illness, to the tractor pulling 
community which gave support and 
made the family honorary members of 
the BTPA and both daughters’ partners 
(both named Jon) who supported the 
family throughout. 

The last words are from Stephen’s wife 
Helen: “It has been great and quite 
therapeutic for me to talk to people about 
Stephen. I love to tell people about his 
achievements and what a character he 
was. The truck needs to be out there for 
people to see. Stephen spent too much 
time, money and effort for it to be locked 
away in the garage. Nothing gives me 
greater pleasure than to show it off. I want 
people to see her and to take pleasure 
from that and hearing about Stephen.” 0 


More info: 

The family is organising a charity 
event in Steve’s memory on March 
5 th , 2016 at the Nantyffin Motel, 
Pembrokeshire (see news pages). 
The proceeds are being donated to 
the Chemotherapy Unit at Glangwili 
Hospital andTy Bryngwyn Hospice. 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MILLIONS MORE NUMBERS ONLINE WITH MARKED PRICES 



wnn.notorharks.co.uk 



PRICE GUARANTEE - YOU WILL NOT FIND THESE NUMBERS CHEAPER ELSEWHERE OR WE WILL REFUND THE DIFFERENCE! 
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F9 EAN 

GAR 140Y 

HL 8674 

F8 EAN 

GAR 16N 

146 HLU 

JEA 501V 

GAR ID 

HN 5141 

GEA 70N 

T6 ASK 

HNB 107D 

El 7 VES 

TPG 4S 

HNM 5 

EAZ 7 

GAT3N 

HO 1234 

153 EBK 

G4 VEN 

HOB 135N 

148 ECD 

GAV117S 

HOB 850N 

9 ECD 

GBF 82 

HOB 85 L 

667 ECD 

GCN 254 

HOB 50W 

ECJ 99 

693 GCR 

JHO 850N 

EDD 87T 

GCS 141 

HOB 85 H 

EDD 1 1T 

GDE 444W 

HOD 635N 

EDD 17T 

GEF 340V 

T33 HOG 

EDD 13Y 

GEJ 20 

HOL 73N 

B16 EDD 

6 ENS 

HOL 70N 

EDD51T 

GEN 77S 

HOL 78N 

EDD 171T 

GEP21 

HOL 7W 

EDE 86R 

63 RRY 

HOO 531 N 

EDE 87R 

166 ERY 

HOO 50N 

E6 ENS 

GER 1 A 

HOR 53N 

EDE 89R 

68GFR 

F1 10 RNE 

EE 9471 

GFX 457D 

HOR 58N 

EFC 308A 

GGL 273 

HOR 701 N 

405 EFH 

61 ANT 

HOR 733N 

4 EFJ 

GIL 15 

HOR 702N 

EFX 31 7C 

GJI 4728 

HOT 70N 

509 EHA 

GJY 401 

448 HOV 

EHJ 904H 

GKC 50 

HOV 154W 

EHJ 859 P 

GKJ 85 

HOW 477J 

EHJ 958H 

GKK 7 V 

HOY 733N 

EHL50 

GL 5918 

8927 HP 

EKA 750 

GLA231T 

9287 HP 

5607 EL 

H161 ENN 

HRT 81 

EL 67 

GM 6585 

928 HTW 

8127 EL 

GNH 79B 

HUB 42 D 

LEL 150N 

GNJ 63 

HUG 35N 

SEL 150N 

GNR 74 

HUG 637S 

LEL 107T 

GOB 81 L 

HUG 637T 

ELL187T 

GOB 5W 

HUI 19 

ELL 4Y 

GOB 58N 

HUM 33R 

ELL 152J 

OOO 560D 

HUM 813S 

SEL 50N 

GOL81N 

HUN 7N 

ELW 15Y 

GOL 50N 

HUN 71N 

ELY 107T 

NGO ID 

HUP IN 


HUR 57T 
144 HUR 
HUR 57 V 
HUR 7Y 
WHU 770N 
CHU 770N 
HUT 701 N 
HUT 10V 
HUT 71 N 
HUT 76N 
HVG 890L 
474 HYD 
HYE 28 
9 HYE 

I 

9301 BH 
ML 18 

J 

JA 3638 
JAB 81 N 
JAC 58N 
JAC 946V 
JAC 264N 
JAC 687V 
JAC 680V 
JAC 941V 
A864 JAC 
JAD 35V 
JAG 163Y 
JAK 356W 
JAL 53N 
JAM 53E 
JAM 53 M 
JAM 190W 
JAN 35S 
JAN 35A 
E259 JAN 
B898 JAN 
JAP 17N 
JAP 5 
JAR 35Y 
JAR 60N 
JAR 120N 
JAR 450 N 
JAR 50N 
NJA 50N 
J45 ONB 
JAS 796 
GJA 50N 
HJA 50N 
JAT 117T 
JAT 137T 
JAV51W 
JAW 964 
LOJ 4X 
JAY 51 N 
JAY 833N 
A364 JAY 
A199 JAY 
JAZ 59 
JBB 906 
JBM 990F 
JBX 472N 
JCR 999P 
JDY 200 
JEE IP 
JEL 50N 
JEM 41 
11 JEM 
JEP 35H 
JES 1W 
RJE5S 
JES 53 P 
JEY 61 6F 
JEY 51 6F 
59 JGN 
24 JGN 
7127 JH 


JSS 960 N 
JSS 966N 
JSS 962 N 
JST 284N 
JTR 308D 
JUD 68S 
JUF 648 
JUK5W 
JUL 106N 
JUL 104N 
JUL 113N 
JUL16N 
JUL 108N 
JUL 110N 
5 JUN 
JUX 351 D 
JVG 757M 
JVG 756M 
JVG 650M 


87 KBP 
73 KBP 
KBS 5 
KCD419 
KCH 69N 
KCH 55N 
KCH 38N 
B16 KCH 
KCH 75N 
KCH 59N 
KCH 74N 
KCH 68 N 
KCH 56N 
KCH 73N 
KCH 62 N 
KCH 76N 
KDG 89 
KEA 524 
KEG 793Y 


700 KTF 
KTS91G 
90 KTW 
KUN 189 
6888 KV 
5426 KV 
1949 KW 
KWA83 
KWC 688 
KYA 51 N 
K77 KYD 
84 KYD 
KYL 13M 
KYL 13S 
KYL 38K 
9 KYM 
KYM 774X 


CHOOSE YOUR 
INITIALS!! 

Prefix Plates 

1. First pick letters with 
A-E, G, H, J-Y 

2. Numbers 1-20 (higher 
numbers subject to availability) 

3. Add your 3 letters (not I, Q or Z) 


B4 IMEY 


Current Style Plates 

1. First pick 2 letters (not I, Q or Z) 

2. Choose from 51 , 02, 52, 03, 53 
04, 54, 05, 55, 06, 56, 07, etc 

3. Add 3 letters (not I or Q) 


KEN 33P 
KEN 5S 
KEN 51 P 
K3 NOC 
KEN 14P 
KEN 54P 
4317 KF 
KFC 47 
KFM 73 
KGD 71 L 


LAL 14W 
LAM 88B 
LAM 85P 
B16 LAP 
BUY 14W 
LAW 59W 
LAY 10N 
LAY 685 
LAZ 8 
LBF 57 


LCL 628A 
LCL 707A 
LCL616A 
LCL 749A 
LDD 87 
LEE 366 
LEE 5N 
LEG 6P 
LEG 785W 
LEG 37T 
LEN 941 H 
LEN 181 P 
LEN 297P 
LEP84 
LES 13R 
LEV 177V 
LEV 177Y 
LEV 177J 
LEW 847H 
LFM 449 N 
LFM 407N 
LFM 436N 
LFM 432N 
LFM 442 N 
LFM 427N 
LFM 446 N 
568 LHA 
1 YMO 
LKO 555 
LNB 269 
LOC 41 X 
LOF4X 
LOM 45S 
LON 680X 
LOO 138V 
B10 PES 
708 LOP 
LOR 77F 
LOR3R 
LOU 159P 
B10 UTH 
LOU 153P 
LOU 15N 
LOU 158P 
LOV 3P 
59 LOV 
7 LOW 
LOW 31 2Y 
LOX 500 
214 LPA 
LRP 7 V 
LRP51M 
LRS 72 
LS 3903 
LSB3H 
LSG 42 N 
LSG 48N 
LSG 47N 
LSP 93 
LT 728 
LUC 180X 
LUE 7 V 
LUE5P 
LUG 70P 
LUR4L 
LVA11 
LVG 678B 
LVG 859B 
LVG 757B 
LWG 66 
LYC 3E 
LYL 3N 
LYN 81 4X 
LYN 78P 
E282 LYN 
LYN 87X 


WINTER CLEAROUT 


ALL NUMBERS ARE PLUS 20% VAT + £80 TRANSFER FEI 


A162PND GFX457D TDX 420W 
AUJ 677A LFM 436N UCA 657D 


fALL £149 


BOU 11 OH EFX317C NWF 28P 
BVG 560E JVG 757M ONT 52P 
AVG 6905 CHN 423B LCL 628A TTU 624H 
BBH 699P CNU59H LFM 427N TSO 153R 


AES 163T 
AEY 247A 
ANP 264A 
BHW517A 
BHW 527A 
BKU 460B 
BPR 657A 
CEY 63W 
CVG 699F 


CVG 799F 
CYN 1 19C 
DGW 401 B 
DRR 504B 
DRS218D 
DRS 262K 
DRS 761 A 
EHJ 958H 
EVG 550H 
HDS 261 G 
JSS 962 N 


JSS 963N 
KBL 29N 
KCH 69 N 
KEG 793Y 
KGW 905A 
KLJ 320N 
KSA178F 
LGW 905A 
MDM 653G 
NAV 297F 


NEJ 64 R 
NSE 87V 
PJT 567J 
RHR 255C 
RMO 1 12R 
STO 788F 
SVR 52 H 
TEF 54R 
WRT 96A 
WRT 97A 
YEL 361 S 



KGE 362T 
111 KGE 
KGL 83 
KGW 905A 
KHC3Y 
KIB 714 
K1 DUM 
KJ 1673 
1111 KJ 
KJK 969 
KJL 320N 
KKR 57 
KLJ 320N 
KLJ 351 N 
342 KM 
4976 KM 
282 KM 
KMB 775 
KNE 109N 
491 KOD 
KOR 12Y 
KOT 6Y 
889 KOV 
KPR 41 
KPW 239N 
KPW 535N 
KPW 489N 
KPW 237N 
93 KRD 
KRG 99 
KS 7967 
KSA 178F 
KSC 226D 
KSC 224D 
KSP 3 


LEE 366 
LEE5N 
LEG 6P 
LEG 785W 
LEG 37T 
LEN 941 H 
LEN 181 P 
LEN 297P 
LEP 84 
LES 13R 
LEV 177Y 
LEV 177J 
LEV 1 77 V 
LEW 847H 
LFM 449 N 
568 LHA 
1 YMO 
LAB 37T 
LAL 14W 
LAM 88B 
LAM 85P 
B16 LAP 
BUY 14W 
LAW 59W 
LAY 10N 
LAY 685 
LAZ 8 
LBF 57 
31 LBF 
LBK513 
LCL 529A 


MAB 837T 
MAB 682 D 
790 MAB 
MAC 16P 
NMA 660T 
MAH 41 P 
MAH 33 D 
MAH 41 E 
MAL 338W 
MAL 119W 
MAL 357P 
MAL 740W 
MAL 261 W 
MAR 437V 
MRR 10W 
MAR 63 L 
MAR 647E 
MAR 63P 
MAR 77V 
MAR 771V 
MRR 19W 
MAS 73R 
MAS6Y 
MAS 537 
MAW 217 
MAY 769F 
MAY 598P 
MAY 698 
MBC 978 
MBH 3L 
MBH 31 H 
35 MC 
9818 MC 
MCE 929 
MCV 4N 


MCW 84G 
MCW 95G 
MCW 89G 
MCW 94G 
MCY 94E 
MCY 92 E 
MCY 226K 
MCY 71 E 
MCY 75E 
MDM 653G 
MDM 655G 
3511 ME 
LFM 31 ON 
MEL145P 
MEL 15F 
MEL154P 
NME 1 10R 
MEP 52A 
MES 878 
MES 53Y 
MFA54 
MFC 805S 
MFF 949 
MFO 283 
MGL 976 
9339 MH 
4521 MH 
MHK9P 
222 MHY 
338 MJH 
MJU 2 
MLO 17 
MLC IIP 
MLC 14P 
598 MM 
6728 MM 
740 MM 
179 MM 
167 MMT 
MNH 63K 
MNN 38D 
MNN 50D 
MNN 53D 
MNN 43D 
MNN 60D 
MNN 49D 
MNN 22D 
MNN 34D 
MNN 37D 
MOA 72X 
MOC 7P 
MOE 566X 
MOE 333X 
MOE 96P 
MOE 856P 
MOG 772X 
MOG 735X 
MOG 81 OX 
UMO 1 10Y 
RMO 113R 
MOL 73N 
Ml OOR 
MOR 73R 
MOR 155R 
MOR 31 8Y 
MOS 55S 
MOS 51 S 
MOT3L 
MOV13X 
MOW 13R 
MOW 3R 
MOW 9R 
MOY 124P 
6 MPR 
MRC 50P 
MRC 51 P 
MRC 41 P 
MRC 46 P 
MRR 38P 
MRR 45W 
B9 MSR 
MT 2069 
MTT 606 
MTW 555C 
9158 MV 
MVG 749C 
MVG 720C 
MVG 508C 
MVG 740C 
MW 8743 
MWC6P 
MWL 45 
444 MWP 
777 MYC 
MYR 46X 
MYR 4P 
N 

NAD 99 M 
NAJ 18W 
NAJ 18P 
NAN 70N 
NAS 54R 
NAS 70R 
NAS 653 
NAS 13R 
N45 EER 
NAS 671 
NAS 628 
NAS 45H 
N4 THS 
NAT IIS 
NAV 303 F 
NAV 330S 
NAV 306F 
NAV 300F 
NAV 292F 
NAV 288F 
NAV 304F 
NAV 309F 
NAV 287F 
NAV317F 
NAV 295F 
NAV 297F 
N42 EEM 
1807 NB 
6506 NB 
NBD 52 
NBN 50 
9273 NC 
96 NCG 
NCP 267 
6553 ND 
NDD 958 
NED 87P 
NEE 42 
EHN 335H 
NEJ 38R 
NEJ 37R 
NEJ 39 R 
NEJ 30R 
NEJ 64 R 
NEJ 65R 
NEW 55S 
NEW 574R 
NEW 31 P 
NEW 42 P 
NFC 309S 
NHE 488 
NIB 3333 
NIW 72 
NJ 364 
NJ 4544 
NJW 254P 
204 NKE 
840 NKR 
424 NKR 
NMG 98 
6 NMK 
805 NNN 
95 NNO 


NNW 5 
NOB 8 OX 
NOB 13X 
NOB 56X 
279 NOB 
NOH 712 
NOM 88 
JNO 74 Y 
NOW 938 
NOW 549 
NPA910 
NPC310 
NRG 71 
2222 NS 
NSE 87V 
NTL 141 F 
79 NTW 
NUS 7Y 
NUT IE 
NV 9830 
NWF 28P 
NWT 5 
NYC 6L 
NYK 5Y 
3748 NZ 
O 

OAK7M 
OAK 3S 
B1 OAP 
OAP 972 
OD 620 
ODE 139F 
ODE 122F 
ODE 116F 
ODE 117F 
ODE 141 F 
ODE 119F 
ODE 1 12F 
OEY 62 0J 
OK 9362 
OLY 268P 
OMY 452P 
ONE 1 1 H 
ONE 7L 
OO 2698 
OO 1066 
P 

PAB 436 
PAD 63T 
PAD 335R 
PAD 742 
PAD 260W 
PAG 33 E 
PAL 70R 
PAL5M 
E5 PAM 
PAM 1 1 D 
PAM 222R 
PAM 14R 
PAM 8R 
E7 PAM 
PAM 153R 
PAM 50R 
PAM 15R 
PAM 16R 
PAN 7S 
PAO 107P 
PAO 106P 
PAO 105P 
PAO 108P 
PAR 777S 
PAR 53L 
PAR 37H 
PAS 533S 
PAS 5S 
PAT 47M 
PAT 18M 
E3 PAT 
PAT 31 S 
A972 PAT 
PAT 34 M 
E5 PAT 
D735 PAT 
A460 PAT 
A709 PAT 
SI 21 PAT 
PAU 144R 
PAV 62J 
K7 PAY 
PAZ 6 
PAZ 1 
PAZ 4 
PBE39 
PBN 822 
PCD 667 
PCS 81 R 
5376 PE 
PEA 73R 
PEE 805S 
PEG 555 
PEG 5R 
PEN 677S 
PEN 155S 
PEN 1 15S 
PEP3R 
PEP 53Y 
PEP 8R 
PER 121 N 
PER 177N 
PER 855 
PET 73R 
PET 80Y 
RPE 73R 
RPE 76R 
2620 PF 
4244 PF 
19 PFM 
PFN 25S 
1256 PG 
PG 8016 
5695 PG 
S6 PGJ 
8 PGJ 
PGU 938K 
3745 PH 
5655 PH 
PHA 998 
PHH 153P 
PHH 57P 
Pill LUK 
Pill LOK 
PHJ 863 K 
PHW 27R 
PHW 28R 
PHW 29R 
PI A 9746 
JVP IE 
PIJ 3252 
PIL15 
PIL 4 
PIL 111 
3588 PJ 
7461 PJ 
655 PJH 
PJT 567 J 
2429 PK 
PKH 130P 
693 PKJ 
3546 PL 
BPL 47T 
APL 47T 
PLA3R 
PLA 73R 
PLE 888 
PMB 890L 
PN 7018 
A162 PND 
LPO 1 1 1 Y 
POM 333Y 
POM 3Y 


PON 66Y 
POP 574R 
POT312S 
POT IN 
POW 
805S 

POW 31 1 F 
4288 PP 
2688 PP 
482 PPE 
PPP 475 
PPV134M 
PRC 57W 
PRE 553 R 
PRO 553R 
PRU 783 
PSN 690 H 
PTH 67S 
PTH 37S 
PTH 34S 
PTH 64S 
PTH 52 S 
PTH 38S 
PTK 90 
PTM 499 
7 PTS 
PTU 977B 
PUE 236 
PUL 58Y 
GPU 113N 
PUL 14N 
A6 PUM 
PUT 3R 
PUT 71 N 
PUT 8R 
PUT 73R 
PW 109D 
PW 73D 
PWA 58K 
52 PWC 
PWK 3G 
PWN 6Y 
PWN 
900R 

PWU 160P 
49 PYD 

R 

9498 R 
3091 R 
1924 RA 
897 RAE 
752 RAE 
RAE 785G 
RAF 537Y 
RAF 17Y 
JRA 63 N 
RAJ 41 7M 
RAJ 66V 
RAM 303S 
RAM 340H 
RAN 737E 
RAN 386L 
RAP 574R 
RAS 74S 
RAS 914 
RAS 916 
RAT 553R 
RAT113R 
RAV 769X 
RAV 934R 
RAV 276X 
RAY 84 R 
RAY 93 R 
RAY 56W 
RAY 81 R 
RAY 92R 
RAY 24R 
RAY 85 R 
RAZ59 
RAZ21 
872 RBH 
RC 5807 
3 RCA 
RCH 84M 
RCH 94M 
RCH 26M 
RCH 48M 
1569 RD 
RD 3197 
RDB3R 
751 RDV 
916 REA 
REC 703R 
RED 51 R 
RED 64 R 
REE 805S 
REG 45M 
REG 41 7R 
REG 428G 
REG 41 7X 
REG 51 R 
REG 41 7M 
REH 308 
REN 41 3S 
REY 446S 
REY4T 
REY 41 OS 
333 RFM 
RFM 824L 
RFM 828L 
RG 6659 
RG 8305 
RG 3805 
RHR 253C 
RHR 255C 
RHR 257C 
RHR 256C 
RIA 932 
RJG 176G 
RJG 571 
6475 RK 
267 RKJ 
RMA 498 
207 RML 
RMO 
1 12R 
RMO 
1 15R 
RNN 91 M 
RNP9L 
ROB 83Y 
ROB813Y 
ROD 53N 
ROF3R 
R86 ERS 
RDG 6R 
ROG 33R 
ROJ 6R 
ROG 63R 
R9 LER 
R6 LER 
ROM 93Y 
ROM 6Y 
RON 
843M 
RON 582Y 
RON 586R 
RON 581 R 
RON 361 Y 
RON 
862 M 
RON 579Y 
RON 91 3R 
RON 851Y 
RON 687R 
RON 336R 
RON 
897M 
RON 81 OR 


ROO 173Y 
TED 120S 
ROW 113Y 
ROW 41 7S 
ROX 103Y 
197 RPD 
RPE 8 
RPF 9 
RRL 53S 
RSY 4L 
RUB 3R 
ERU 8Y 
ARU 8Y 
RUB 83R 
RUD4L 
RUG 3R 
RUG 504 
RUG 63 R 
RUG 8R 
RUS 1H 
RUS31W 
RUS 683 M 
RUS3L 
LRU 5H 
RV 9208 
RVG 11 
RYK 895 
RYL 3S 
S 

SI 7 JNA 
SAL 73R 
WSA11Y 
C54 LLY 
H541 MON 
LSA 1 1 Y 
SAL 709X 
SAL 7T 
SAL 985 N 
SAL 556X 
SAN 1 74Y 
E54 NDS 
W54 NDS 
SAP 50N 
SAR 81 R 
SAR4M 
SAV 382 M 
SAV 49E 
SAX 944 
SAY170R 
SAY3R 
SAZ 1 
SBD34 
283 SBJ 
SBL 40M 
SCA 71 P 
SCA 74P 
SCA 73P 
SCA 12R 
SCA 73R 
SCA 83P 
SCA 119P 
SCC 107K 
SCO 71 3L 
SCR 33N 
SEL 50N 
SER 141S 
SET 805S 
SET IIS 
SEV 99W 
COO 153X 
NET 53X 
11 SCX 
VEG 53X 
UNE 53X 
RUF 53X 
SEY 63 L 
391 SFM 
SGN 700 
RSH 4W 
SHA 66R 
SHA61N 
SHA 41 N 
SHA 24R 
SHE 80Y 
SHE 138Y 
SHE 41 2S 
SHE 24R 
SHE 458Y 
SHE 8Y 
SHE 12S 
SHE 12Y 
SHT 805S 
SHO 127S 
SHO 128 
SHO 12T 
SI HOE 
SHP510W 
SHP9N 
SHR 13Y 
SHY 805S 
F51 DHU 
D951 MON 
LPR51M 
RED 51 R 
SJW 130G 
SKE 1 14M 
497 SKJ 
SKY419S 
SKY 766S 
S LA 73R 
SLA 93R 
SLK51R 
SMA113R 
SMA 127L 
SI 7 OWS 
SI 0 AMS 
SOE 8Y 
SOL 36Y 
C5 OLD 
SON 580Y 
SON 7E 
SOU 150N 
J950 UTH 
SOY6R 
SOY3R 
SPE 19R 
SPU 125R 
SPU 12M 
SPU 12R 
SPY 50N 
SPY 80X 
SRL 89M 
SRL 93M 
SS 3504 
SSB512L 
SSG 86P 
SSG 95P 
SSG 89 P 
SSG 94P 
SSG 83P 
SSG 989P 
SSG 93P 
SSG 96P 
SSN 691 
K57 AGG 
F5 TAG 
B57 AGG 
FDS 733D 
D15TEV 
W570 KES 
F57 OCK 
H57 ONE 
9 TOP 
W57 OCK 
STO 788F 
STR 470N 
A451 STU 
5 TUD 
S7 UBS 
STU 81 3L 


607 STU 
STU 985L 
STU 395L 
STU 295V 
STU 601 R 
STU 255V 
STU 106V 
STU 31 8L 

SUB3R 
SUB 84R 
SUB4R 
78 SUE 
SUE 89W 
8025 UE 
83 SUE 
SUL114N 
SVR 45H 
SUS 51 R 
SUT 16R 
SUT 13R 
SUT 78N 
SV 7757 
SV 9561 
SVR 78H 
SVR 52H 
SVR 59H 
SYD 769 
L66 SYM 
SYM 78 
9886 SZ 
2536 SZ 
T 

215 T 
TAF 50N 
TAH 533N 
TAJ 734R 
TAJ 736R 
TAL 87R 
TAL 881 R 
TAL 81 R 
TAL 181R 
TAL 131 R 
TAL 9R 
TAM 99S 
TAN 14M 
TAN 14Y 
TAN 170Y 
TAR 44M 
TAS 235 
TAY 116R 
TAY 483R 
TAY 119R 
TBD5W 
TBE 95 
TBW 34 
TCE 7 
5309 TD 
TDU 8 
TDX 420W 
T34 MUK 
TED 5S 
TED 978S 
TED 661 S 
TED 972S 
TED 298S 
TEF 79R 
TEF 74R 
TEF 51 R 
TEF 54R 
TEF 75R 
TEN 77T 
TEN 7T 
TES 54K 
TEX3R 
TFC 489 
THE 123S 
THH 109R 
THH 57R 
THH 59R 
THH 58R 
TIA 4216 
TIB 8 
TIL 75 
TIL 3 
TIL 7 
TIL 15 
TIL 6749 

71 MMO 
97 TKE 
550 TM 
TNC 94J 
TNT145R 
TNU 700 
TNW81 

TOB 81 3Y 
HI 5 TOE 
TOG 3Y 
TOL 16Y 
TOL 5H 

72 TOM 
TOM 45S 
TOM 45N 
TOP 55S 

9 TOP 
TOS 80X 
TOY 5 
TP 926 
290 TPE 
TPP 1 
TPP813 
4407 TR 
TRA 173R 
TRD 900 
TRE 54R 
TRE 1 13R 

608 TRE 
TRE 5G 
TRO 73R 
TRY 913 
"SO 153R 

SO 169R 
SO 240R 
SO 152R 
SO 246R 
SO 157R 
407 TTC 
TTM 45 
TTU 624H 
TTU 639 H 
7354 TU 
TUD 348 
TUD 496 
TUI 6 
TUK 1L 
TUN 358 
TUT 73R 
TW86F 
TW75F 
8184 TW 
5593 TW 
TWC 681 
TYS 4 
U 

UCA 570D 
UCA 657D 
UCA 609D 
UDD 874 
UEY 71 2T 
UGW 456R 

5 UMT 
UNH 81G 
US 6769 

6 USA 
918 UYH 
640 UYK 


VAL169Y 
621 VAL 
VAL 769Y 
VAM 31 8D 
VAM 302D 
MCV4N 
VAZ21 
VBJ 4 
4401 VC 
555 VC 
VC 138 
VEA 73S 
VEN 777T 
VFC 99 
VG 5830 
VIL 4 
V15 0ME 
VJ 8530 
VN 9223 
VOB 8S 
VON 579J 
VOR 2T 
V6 VRF 
VRT 234 
VTE 12 
VTE 9 
VUK 35H 
49 VWC 
W 

WA 842 
5013 WA 
WAC 180X 
883 WAE 
WAG312S 
WAH 33 OS 
WAH 10S 
KPW 41 N 
WAL 35Y 
WAL 35S 
WAL 84Y 
WAL 83Y 
234 WAL 
W4 NES 
WAP 937 
WAR 54W 
731 WAR 
PWA 77S 
WBZ 3 
8961 WD 
WDV109R 
1589 WE 
2089 WE 
WEB 55N 
NWE 8B 
WEL15X 
WEL 44N 
WES 96K 
WES 77T 
WES 7S 
WES 150K 
EPW 35T 
WES 133K 
WES 57T 
WES7A 
AWE 57T 
BWE 57T 
WES 137K 
WES 139K 
WES 71T 
WES 155K 
W377 ONS 
6449 WF 
WGE 555 
WGV 59 
W115 0ND 
W115 0NS 
W157 OWS 
2484 WJ 
WJF 541 
WKA 1 
WLF 638 M 
WLL 4 
WM 7710 
982 WMB 
WMR 187 
JWO 83 N 
JWO 81 N 
JWO 133N 
JWO 94N 
JWO 71 N 
WP 4687 
WPC 690 
WPE 1 Y 
WPJ 9 
WRA2S 
WRA 99S 
WRA7S 
WRA9G 
WRA9S 
WRA 66S 
WRS 75 
WRT 96A 
WRT 93A 
WRT 84A 
WRT 97A 
WRT 103A 
WRT 83A 
WRT 94A 
WRT 82A 
WRT 87A 
WS 361 
WSL 283 
441 WU 
WV 9957 
WVE 243 
WWW 8 OX 
WXG 625 


YAL 6S 
YAS 662 
JYA 51 N 
KYA 51 N 
YAS 111V 
YAS 511V 
YAS 673 
YAS 230 
YAS 560 
YAS 559 
YAW 536Y 
YAX69 
YCG 40 
YEA 7S 
YEL 361 S 
YEL 353S 
YEL 377S 
YEL 754 
YGA 919 
YGV 138G 
YGY 460S 
YJT 508M 
YLM 466 
853 YMB 
YMG 777 
YOL 4T 
YRJ 101 A 
YRJ 158A 
YTG 83 
557 YUK 
942 YUS 
643 YUS 
YWL314 
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lOO OOO’s of 
numbers available 


CM01.16/A59/rde 


















. 


Model profile: Bedford TL 


WORDS: Peter Davies PHOTOGRAPHY: Peter Davies 


— Fightback _ 

formula 


Bedford hoped itsTL with a tilt cab would 
woo disgruntled customers. 


W hen Bedford engineers 

designed the TK back in the 
late 1950s, they missed a 
golden opportunity to break 
new ground by specifying a tilt cab. The TK 
cab lent itself perfectly to tilting but, instead, 
they opted for a fixed cab with engine 
access flaps at either side. In most respects 
of course the TK, announced in 1 960, was 
a great success, hailed at the time as a 
massive leap forward in terms of driver 
comfort. However, just two years after the 
TK launch, Fodens Ltd was able to lay claim 
to being the first British manufacturer to offer 
a tilt cab, namely its S24. 

Very soon other manufacturers including 
BMC and Leyland Group members AEC, 


Albion and Leyland came out with tilt cabs, 
as did Bedford’s biggest rival Ford with its 
all-new D-series of 1965. As such, poor old 
Bedford was well and truly upstaged and 
one wonders if the powers that be in Luton 
were quietly kicking themselves. 

Of course, they put on a brave face and 
claimed the TK’s unique access flaps were 
every bit as effective for maintenance as a 
tilt cab. 

Inevitably Bedford TK and KM owners, 
especially in later years, criticised the trucks 
for not having tilt cabs. The problem of 
engine access was most critical on the 
heavier models like the KM 1 6-tonner, which 
was launched in 1966. Bedford engineers 
could not ignore the situation and, even at 


the time of designing the TM in the early 
70s, they had plans for a low datum tilt cab 
model in the TK weight class. This had a 
lowered version of its narrow TM ‘D’ cab 
but, while mock-ups were built for appraisal, 
the plans were dropped, probably on 
grounds of cost. 



aimed to put right any shortcomings of the TK, 
especially with regard to engine access. 



The model line-up echoed that 
of the TK and included a wide 
choice of wheelbases. This is 
the 148 inch wheelbase DMVT 
‘TL1630’ tipper. 
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In the event, the first tilt cab medium- 
weight Bedford was not to appear until 
1 980. On March 30th that year Bedford 
announced its new TL at a glitzy launch 
staged at the New London Theatre in Drury 
Lane. Some commented TL stood for Too 
Little, Too Late’ as it had taken so long to 



materialise. Of course no one could deny 
the TK had been a great success in its own 
right, having sold over half a million 
worldwide over a production run spanning 
almost 30 years. 

While the TL was a new range with many 
mechanical improvements as well as its 
all-important tilt cab, it clearly owed its 
pedigree to the TK. The model line-up 
virtually paralleled that of the TK. The TL 
benefited from tapered-leaf front springs 
and a few other mechanical refinements, but 
its main attraction was its tilt cab. This could 
easily be tilted by hand to 50 degrees and 
was counter-balanced by torsion bars. 


any shortcomings the TK might have had. 
The TK which had, of course, provided a 
highly acceptable driver environment in its 
day, carried on in production although, for 
the UK market, the range was limited to 
eight models up to 1 2.55 tonnes gross with 
an improved ‘High Spec’ cab. In 1982 the 
TK home market range was further reduced 
to just three models - the TK570, 750 and 
860. Other heavier models were still offered 
for export as well as the military. 

Powering the new TL were a range of 
proven Bedford petrol and diesel engines, 
the petrol models being largely confined to 
the export market. UK models were almost 



Ghosted view of the TL860. 
New chassis features included 
tapered leaf front springs. 



The cab itself was three inches (76 mm) 
taller than the TK’s, providing a few more 
vital inches of headroom - drivers had 
criticized the TK and KM for their limited 
headroom made worse after an improved 
seat with vertical adjustment had been 
added in 1 967. With the TL the standard of 
cab trim was greatly improved compared 
with earlier medium weight trucks from 
Bedford. In a word the TL aimed to put right 


exclusively diesel-powered, the only 
exceptions being the TL570 and TL750 
lightweights which still had the option of 
Bedford’s time-honoured 214 cu in six- 
cylinder petrol. The heaviest models, the 
TL1 470 and TL1 630, now had the new 
8.2-litre ‘Blue Series’ diesel rated at 150 
bhp. A de-rated version at 130 bhp was 
available in the TL1 260 models as an 
alternative to Bedford’s well-established 
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Model profile: Bedford TL 


WORDS: Peter Davies PHOTOGRAPHY: Peter Davies 



Heavier tractor units at 
up to 32 tons gross were 
based on shortened tipper 
chassis and featured Fuller/ 
Rockwell drive lines. 


‘330’. Two new high-powered low-loading 
models, badged TL860 and TL1020 (DLA2 
and DLW2) had the 8.2-130 and were 
aimed specifically at drawbar work up to 
1 5 tons GTW. 

Initially the choice of wheelbases was 
broadly similar to the TK range, but it 
eventually dawned on Bedford marketing 
customers wanted longer options to take 
24 ft bodies. In 1 984 several longer models 
were introduced. The TL1260 (DOR5) had 
a 21 5 in wheelbase and the TL1 470 
(DOT5) was 21 1 in while at long last, a 
TL1 630 (DMV3 with SVOS 821 0) was 
offered, albeit as a factory conversion. All 
these could take a 24 ft (7.3 m) body. 
Lighter long wheelbase chassis including 
the TL860 and TL1 000 (DJM4/5 and 
DJN4/5) were also added to take bodies of 
18-22 ft (5.5-6.7m). 

The TL’s external appearance benefited 
from having silver-finish Kronprinz wheels 
on models up to and including the TL1 260. 
These were imported from Germany but 
only as a consequence of the UK steel 
strike when the supply of wheels from GKN 
Sankey dried up. Ironically they had a 
beneficial effect since the old ‘square blank’ 
Sankey wheels used on TKs were not 
nearly as smart in appearance. Of course, 
in practice, most customers painted them 
in their own choice of colour. 

Sales of TLs and, for that matter, 
Bedfords in general were lagging behind 
Ford’s which had scored another coup by 



Bedford’s early 
TL cab interior 
featured tartan 
pattern seating 
and a double 
passenger seat. 
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discontinued after 1 983. The TL2400 
(SVOS 8718/8736), TL2800 (SVOS 
871 8/8736) and TL3200 (SVOS 871 8) 
tractors were all based on shortened DMVT 
tipper chassis. They had a 3 m (1 1 8 in) 
wheelbase and were powered by the fully 
turbocharged 8.2-litre Blue Series ‘N’ diesel 
developing 210 bhp. 

In the case of the TL2800 and TL3200 a 
Fuller RT6609 ‘Multi mesh’ gearbox and 
Rockwell R1 70 axle completed the 
driveline. The TL2400 had a ZFS6.65 and 
Bedford heavy hypoid axle - a hypoid 
version of the old slant-housing spiral bevel 
10 ton axle originally introduced in 1966. 

In a bid to bolster Bedford’s waning sales in 


Roadline, formerly 
BRS Parcels, found the 
medium-weight TL well- 
suited to its urban 
fleet. 


ENGINE IN 


DETAIL 


The ‘Blue 
Series’ 8.2-litre 
Turbo Diesel 
came with 
three levels of 
turbocharging 
with outputs of 
130, 175 and 
210 bhp. 


announcing its impressive new Cargo 
range in 1 981 . Eager to stay competitive, 
Bedford came up with a whole round of 
improvements to the TL range for 1 985. 
The flashers and side lamps were neatly 
incorporated into the front grille while, 
inside, the seating and trim were upgraded 
to provide a pleasing, one might even say 
sumptuous, level of comfort with subtle 
tones of Mocca Brown and buff. 

In addition to the basic model range, 
which included 1 0 models on various 
wheelbases, there were a number of SVO 
(Special Vehicle Order) variants, including a 
24-ton gross 6x4, badged TL2440. This 
was based on the TL1 630 (DMV3) with 
SVOS 8730 and was aimed at tipper 
operators. A single-drive (6x2) TL2440 was 
also offered, based on the DMV2 with 



ABOVE TL chassis engineering followed similar 
lines to the TK but for the tapered leaf front 
springs. The big difference was the tilt cab. 


kM lltito wy:: :, 


SVOS 871 1 . 

A ‘low-load’ version of the TL1 930 
(DLR8) tractor (SVOS 8725) carried on the 
role of the old TK low-load ‘urban artic’ for 
brewery use, while new heavy-duty tractor 
units at 24, 28 and 32 tons 
gross were introduced to 
take the place of the 
lightest TM tractors 
t which were 


1985, marketing department and design 
department came up with a glamorous 
‘bolt-on’ package to enhance the TL’s 
external appearance. Dubbed the 
‘Techliner’ it featured a clean, uncluttered 
grille panel, roof-mounted air deflector, 
under-bumper air dam, full-cover wheel 
trims and a trendy paint job. 


Loym oeuiuru 

customers 
like Brevitt’s 
of Willenhall — 
welcomed the 
improvements 
which came 
with the TL — “ 


DIRECT DELIVERIES 


rev ITT ■:» 


art) 




► 
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Model profile: Bedford TL 


WORDS: Peter Davies PHOTOGRAPHY: Peter Davies 




The new interior trim and 
seating for 1985 gave a 
luxurious feel to the cab. 
Headrests became standard 
on the model shown. 
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Unfortunately the promotional campaign 
was mishandled. It was presented as a 
‘take it or leave it’ package but customers 
wanted more of a ‘pick and mix’ offering. 

The air deflectors and grille were well 
received, but the wheel trims and fancy 
paint job were not. Consequently the 
project was unsuccessful. Customers 
generally had their own ideas on liveries. 
Bedford’s head of design made no secret 
of his disapproval at seeing his creations 
‘marred’ by operator liveries. 








He was of the opinion the design 
department knew best and preferred to 
see trucks all looking the same. 


AWD MOVES IN 

When GM pulled the plug on Bedford in 
1986 the late David JB Brown stepped in 
with a plan to keep production going at 
Dunstable. Brown had founded the 
construction machinery business Artix, 
based in Peterlee, Co Durham as well as 
a specialist factory building Multi-Drive 


The new-style front flashers 
incorporated into the grille sides 
were less vulnerable to damage 
and neater in appearance. 




ABOVE Bedford’s design studio hoped 
to change the face of British trucking by 
standardising all liveries with its Techliner. It 
didn’t happen. 


ABOVE Heavy-duty 6x4 tippers were SVOS 
conversions based on 4x2 DMV3 chassis. 
They had the 210 bhp 8.2-litre engine, Fuller 
RTX6609 and Eaton bogie. 

all-wheel-drive articulated trucks for 
quarry use. In purchasing the Bedford 
operations David Brown saw an 
opportunity to adapt existing Bedford 
models into further Multi-Drive variants as 
well as getting a foothold in the on- 
highway truck market. 

AWD Ltd was officially formed in 
November 1987. The company had hopes 
of rekindling Bedford’s considerable sales 
performance in the civilian market while 
continuing to benefit from Bedford’s strong 
presence in the military sector. 



Hauliers applied their traditional 
liveries to the TL with good 
effect as seen here with this 
TL2440 of B Kettle from Stoke. 


February 2016 | CLASSIC TRUCK 23 




David JB Brown used the TL as a basis for his MTL33-27 8x6 artic 
tippers powered by the 265 bhp 8.2-litre Cummins 6CTAA. 


However the Bedford name was not part 
of the deal as GM retained it for use on its 
van range. Instead the trucks, though based 
on Bedford designs, were badged AWD in 
the UK and AWD-Bedford for export. 

Before Bedford’s closure, plans had 
already been under way to introduce a 
whole new TL line-up powered by Perkins 
Phaser diesels since Euro 1 emission 
legislation was looming and the Bedford 
engines would probably have required 
expensive development. AWD pursued 
these plans and developed certain models 



ABOVE AWD persevered with the production 
of the Perkins Phaser-powered TLs planned by 
Bedford before the company’s closure in 1986. 


“Despite all AWD’s efforts 
the company only survived 
for just over four years and 
went into receivership in 
June 1992. The market had 
proved too difficult and the 
business was sold” 

through to production, but not without 
facing problems. Sourcing certain 
components became difficult without the 
might of General Motors behind them. 
Nevertheless, modest TL sales materialised 
during the first couple of years, orders 
coming from what was substantially the old 
Bedford dealer network. 

Despite all AWD’s efforts the company 
only survived for just over four years and 
went into receivership in June 1992. The 
market had proved too difficult and the 
business, much reduced in scale, was sold 
to Marshall SPV of Cambridge which was 
allowed to reinstate the Bedford name after 
GM decide to rebrand its vans as Vauxhall. 

Limited facilities meant Marshall’s were 
not geared to volume production, so it had 
to turn away large orders. Though some TLs 
were built at Marshall’s during the ’90s, the 
company was finally forced to pull out of 
truck building in 1999, marking the end for 
the TL. In all TL production totalled around 
38,000 vehicles. 0 
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The Magic Number 

Available for Insurance On 

UK and European HGVs 
Vans up to 8.25t mam 


And Why the ' MAGIC NUMBER ? 

Quite simply 

You Call it - and Someone who 
knows the Haulage Insurance 
market answers - Simple !! 

No Automated Call Waiting System 
No Press 1 until you lose reception 

We know Hauliers and we know 
what you want, which is why we DO 
NOT use automated call systems. 
Life is just too short ! 


Why so many 
Hauliers have 
Chosen us 

Up to 5 years Introductory Discount 
Low Rates on Goods in Transit + Liabilities 
Great Rates on Fridgework and Cargo 
We Welcome Young operators (Under 25) 
Wide Territorial Limits available 

Plus ... 

Airside Liabilities 
Warehousing and Storage 
Removals Contractors 




BIBA 


Member 



cormsh 

insurance 


www.cornishinsurance.co.uk 



Tel:01 840 21 3836 
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Moroccan motors 

WORDS: Dave Bowers PHOTOGRAPHY: Dave Bowers 


Sand & 
deliver! 


Originally built at Ford’s 
Cologne factory in 
Germany as the G350/ 
600/700 range, 
production switched to 
Dagenham in 1965 with 


Old trucks and vans 
have a hard life in 
Morocco. 


a name change to 
Thames Trader NC until 
1967 when a changeover 
to Ford NC was adopted. 
Tough but shallow rear 
tipper body suited to 


carrying rocks, earth and 


A land of sharp contrasts ranging 
from the limitless horizons of the 
Sahara Desert, where a ‘piste’ 
desert track can be a couple of 
miles wide at times, to the serpentine loops 
and bends of the roads crossing the Atlas 
Mountains, Morocco hosts some extremely 
challenging driving conditions. 

Adding to transport difficulties, this is a 
land where money to replace ageing trucks 
is clearly in short supply, as demonstrated 
by the many old trucks and buses of 
Saviem, Renault or Berliet manufacture; 
some of these clearly dating back to the 
latter days of France’s colonial occupation, 
which can still be seen travelling remote 
country routes. 

In Marrakesh the presence of so 
many tipper trucks underlines the need to 
rebuild the country’s roads infrastructure as 
well as servicing a local housing 
construction boom, with trucks carrying 
pipes for irrigation projects also being a 
common sight. Visit this city’s famous 
bazaar where snake charmers provide a 
chilling form of entertainment and ancient 
and overloaded Volvos can be seen parked 
up on side streets where fresh vegetable 
produce is unloaded, brought in from the 
surrounding countryside. 

The most numerous trucks to be found in 
country areas are those with high-sided 


building materials. Note 
replacement of original 
door handles for those of 
more recent 
manufacture. 

Windscreen decals and 
lettering of typical 
Moroccan design. These 
serve a useful purpose 
in keeping intense 
sunlight from 
penetrating into the cab. 
Hand-painted front 
mudguards depict a 
rural idyll that would 
surely contrast with 
typical dusty driving 
conditions on 
construction sites. 





Nissan Cabstar is operated by market trader and 
looks as though it’s had a hard life. 


wooden bodies which can be likened to 
commercial versions of passenger taxis 
which carry produce from farmers’ fields to 
village markets, often with the springs fully 
depressed as a result of severe overloading! 

The trucks of Morocco are modern ships 
of the desert which continue to fulfil the 
same role as their four-legged forebears 
of yesteryear! 0 




Ford 
D-series 
sports 
unusual 
decoration 
for the cab 


mirror arms. 


Front lights 
sourced 
from 
elsewhere, 
possibly a 
Renault car. 
The wooden 
body is 
adaptable 
for a range 
of different 
loads, which 
often 
includes 
livestock. 
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Large by Moroccan 
truck standards, this 
Volvo NIO stands in 
the shade of some 
palm trees after 
delivering large 
concrete pipes 
for an irrigation 
project in the 
Atlas Mountains. 



Renault Galion van seemingly undergoing a 
rebuild after many years of hard work. 



Volvo N88 delivering goods to Marrakesh souk 
market. Note the large air cleaner to keep sand 
dust out of the engine and strip of cardboard 
across the grille to prevent sand particles 
blocking the radiator. 
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Show review: Malta Road Run 

WORDS: Dave Bowers PHOTOGRAPHY: Dave Bowers 


Sand & 
deliver! 


Originally built at Ford’s 
Cologne factory in 
Germany as the G350/ 
600/700 range, 
production switched to 
Dagenham in 1965 with 


Old trucks and vans 
have a hard life in 
Morocco. 


a name change to 
Thames Trader NC until 
1967 when a changeover 
to Ford NC was adopted. 
Tough but shallow rear 
tipper body suited to 


carrying rocks, earth and 


A land of sharp contrasts ranging 
from the limitless horizons of the 
Sahara Desert, where a ‘piste’ 
desert track can be a couple of 
miles wide at times, to the serpentine loops 
and bends of the roads crossing the Atlas 
Mountains, Morocco hosts some extremely 
challenging driving conditions. 

Adding to transport difficulties, this is a 
land where money to replace ageing trucks 
is clearly in short supply, as demonstrated 
by the many old trucks and buses of 
Saviem, Renault or Berliet manufacture; 
some of these clearly dating back to the 
latter days of France’s colonial occupation, 
which can still be seen travelling remote 
country routes. 

In Marrakesh the presence of so 
many tipper trucks underlines the need to 
rebuild the country’s roads infrastructure as 
well as servicing a local housing 
construction boom, with trucks carrying 
pipes for irrigation projects also being a 
common sight. Visit this city’s famous 
bazaar where snake charmers provide a 
chilling form of entertainment and ancient 
and overloaded Volvos can be seen parked 
up on side streets where fresh vegetable 
produce is unloaded, brought in from the 
surrounding countryside. 

The most numerous trucks to be found in 
country areas are those with high-sided 


building materials. Note 
replacement of original 
door handles for those of 
more recent 
manufacture. 

Windscreen decals and 
lettering of typical 
Moroccan design. These 
serve a useful purpose 
in keeping intense 
sunlight from 
penetrating into the cab. 
Hand-painted front 
mudguards depict a 
rural idyll that would 
surely contrast with 
typical dusty driving 
conditions on 
construction sites. 





Nissan Cabstar is operated by market trader and 
looks as though it’s had a hard life. 


wooden bodies which can be likened to 
commercial versions of passenger taxis 
which carry produce from farmers’ fields to 
village markets, often with the springs fully 
depressed as a result of severe overloading! 

The trucks of Morocco are modern ships 
of the desert which continue to fulfil the 
same role as their four-legged forebears 
of yesteryear! 0 




Ford 
D-series 
sports 
unusual 
decoration 
for the cab 


mirror arms. 


Front lights 
sourced 
from 
elsewhere, 
possibly a 
Renault car. 
The wooden 
body is 
adaptable 
for a range 
of different 
loads, which 
often 
includes 
livestock. 
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Large by Moroccan 
truck standards, this 
Volvo NIO stands in 
the shade of some 
palm trees after 
delivering large 
concrete pipes 
for an irrigation 
project in the 
Atlas Mountains. 



Renault Galion van seemingly undergoing a 
rebuild after many years of hard work. 



Volvo N88 delivering goods to Marrakesh souk 
market. Note the large air cleaner to keep sand 
dust out of the engine and strip of cardboard 
across the grille to prevent sand particles 
blocking the radiator. 
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Retro Truck Show 

WORDS: Dave Bowers PHOTOGRAPHY: Dave Bowers 


Rolling 

thunder 


Trucks from the UK, Ireland, Belgium and 
The Netherlands met up at the Heritage 
Motor Centre, Gaydon for the annual Retro 
Truck Show. 


T aking pride of place close by the 
entrance to the Heritage Motor 
Centre, Charles Russell’s 1972 
Scania LBS 140, originally 
operated in Sweden until 1976 when it was 
sold to a new owner in Norway. Charles 
explains why he had to have this truck: 
“When I was young I ran a Scania 141 to 
Switzerland, which is why I wanted to 
restore one. A friend of mine based in 
Holland learned about this truck in Norway 
which was for sale. She was in pretty good 
condition, with just over a million 
kilometres, and I would say it had a good 
easy life in Scandinavia, as they don’t use 
salt on the roads.” 

After stripping the truck down, Charles 
checked out the mechanics, a new clutch 
was installed and the pump and injectors 
were overhauled, although the shell 
bearings were ok. Charles adds: “With 
twice the power of a Gardner 1 80 and a 
luxury cab, you can see why these Scanias 
did so well!” 

Brian Rowland of Cheltenham brought 
along his Scania 144 T-cab, an ex-JH 
Yates of Cumnock truck he bought in 
memory of his son Thomas Rowland, who 
tragically died in a road accident on the day 
after he came second at Truckfest with his 
own working truck, a Scania 560 Topline 
rigid. “Thomas always said he wanted a 
T-cab. This one’s been painted up by Tor 
Trucks of Shepton Mallet after our local 
Scania agent went through it. It’s now 
showing 1 .3 million kilometres on the 
original Scania 530 V8 and nine-speed 
Scania gearbox.” 

Steve Dixon and Mike Kibble stood 
beside Matthew Kibble’s Volvo collection, 
which includes the latest addition, a Volvo 
F86 newly completed after spending 1 5 
years in a barn. 

From one end of the spectrum to 
another, a new Metropolitan Police Volvo 
FM eight-wheeler tipper with all the latest 
gizmos aimed at keeping errant cyclists 
alive (mostly in the City of London) was on 


display. The truck has been used in a 
campaign to try to educate both cyclists 
and truck drivers operating in built-up areas 
where the danger zones are around trucks 
and to point out blind spots. 

The truck was kitted out with extra safety 
mirrors, a window in the nearside door, 
warning signs attached to the sidebars as 
well as audible warnings for when the truck 
is about to change direction. 

Nick Bull’s Scania 144 suggests Astran 
heritage, and although he did work for this 
firm as a subbie, this truck wears his own 
livery, NB Overland. Nick says: “I’ve not 
done any mechanical work, although the oil 
pressure’s a bit low on tick-over, so I’ll bang 
in a new set of shell bearings. 

“This truck wasn’t completed until 10 
o’clock last night, but after driving it 
round the village, I made it here without 
any problems.” 

The Seddon Atkinson Strato-based car 
transporter carries an unusual load of David 
Brown tractors for its owner, who is 
Adam Ainsworth. 

From Ireland came an impressive-looking 
Mercedes-Benz 1 632 sporting a 320 bhp 
VI 0 engine to haul a livestock transporter 
which comes complete with a trailer of 
approximately the same length and the 
same wooden construction. 

HE Payne’s Scania 143M Centurion, as 
marketed in the UK to mark Scania’s 1 00th 
anniversary - these are always a firm 
choice for restoration by Scania fans! 

Of the keen Dutch contingent who 
visited the show, the Scania 143M 
Streamline in Legro livery was much 
admired by the crowds. 

To round of this show report, Turners of 
Hoole were there with their impressive fleet 
of ERFs. Turners, which featured in the 
Summer 2013 edition of Classic Truck, are 
operators of what is probably the best (and 
possible the only) large fleet of ERFs in the 
UK. It has its own repair and maintenance 
facilities which obviously helps when it 
comes to refurbishing their trucks. 0 
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Retro Truck Show 
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Smart Seddon Atkinson 
Strato carrying a heavy 
load of David Brown 
tractors on the car 
transporter trailer. 



LEFT HE Payne’s 
Scania 143M 
Centurion, as 
marketed in 
the UK to mark 
Scania’s 100th 
anniversary - 
always a firm 
choice for 
restoration by 
Scania fans. 

RIGHT Turners 
of Hoole ERFs, 
a firm that still 
operates ERFs 
throughout the 
country. 



32 CLASSIC TRUCK | February 2016 







It always pays visitors to pop their heads 
around the back of some of these trucks 
as you never know what you might find! 



/■'! itltj"* 
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Around & About 

WORDS: Peter Davies PHOTOGRAPHY: Peter Davies 


Trucks from the era 


Trucks seen at work in the 1970s and 1980s. 


D ifferent age 
groups have 
different 
ideas on 

what constitutes a 
classic truck. It’s a fact 
every era has its 
classics and no doubt 
future generations will 
look back to 201 6 with 
the same sense of 
nostalgia as present day 
enthusiasts view the 
70s and ’80s. Here’s 
another selection of 
‘oldies’ which were all 
fairly new when I 
photographed them.0 

RIGHT I grabbed this 
shot of a new Rolls- 
powered Foden S80 
brick wagon belonging 
to the John Kay 
Group when it was 
virtually new in August 
1976, somewhere 
near Manchester or 
Rochdale, but the exact 
location is unknown. 




Allens Transport Services of Trafford Park 
operated a number of MANs including some 
continental-style drawbar outfits. But this rare 
ROMAN 8135 five-tonner is one of its smaller 
trucks and I caught it on camera on August 
2nd, 1976 when it was brand-new. 


* 


rjiLLE 






34 CLASSIC TRUCK | February 2016 





ABOVE Seen heading south on the Ml motorway near Luton in 
March 1976 is this air-cooled Magirus Deutz 232D eight-wheeled 
bulk tipper, popularly known as a ‘Maggie’. It belonged to Colin 
Pittaway of Birmingham. 


ABOVE How would you like to learn to drive in this outfit? Quite a 
challenge to a 21 st Century driver I’d guess. Midlands BRS had assigned 
this Scammell Crusader to driver training and it is seen here at a Lorry 
Driver of the Year event in Cranfield, Bedfordshire in September 1978. 



ABOVE When I took 
this shot in June 1981 
at Toddington Services 
the Ford Cargo was 
the latest thing. The 
owners of this box van 
are the Olaf Johnston 
Group based in Walsall. 

RIGHT This 1977 
DAF 2200 outfit of 
Liquids Powders & 

Gas Transport of 
Batley was captured 
on camera at Trafford 
Park, Manchester in 
February 1981. The 
tank trailer is for 
carrying synthetic 
liquid latex. 
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Around & About 

WORDS: Peter Davies PHOTOGRAPHY: Peter Davies 



ABOVE A true European classic from Switzerland is this tilt-bodied 
Steyr 17S18 five-axle drawbar outfit belonging to F Brugger of Muri and 
working for Kotrag International Transporte. It is seen at Toddington 
Services in September 1981. 


ABOVE When it comes to classic British wagons of the ’70s era the ERF 
B-series is a real favourite. This nicely liveried artic of Williams Bros is 
an excellent example, captured on camera in April 1982. That’s a year or 
so before side guards became a legal requirement. 


BELOW Tracking shots can prove quite atmospheric, but not easy to get when you only have one hit. I was particularly pleased with this impromptu 
shot of a Hercock Simpson Volvo F731 eight-legger seen on the A1 near Peterborough in October 1981. ‘Keep on Trucking’ it says on the bumper - 
my sentiments entirely! 



36 CLASSIC TRUCK | February 2016 







Three Counties Showground 


Club displays • Vehicles for sale 
Model show • Trade stands • Jumble 


ENQUIRIES: 

TPADE & JUMBLE: 01406 373421 
01775 712344 / 07511 809993 
AUCTION ENTRIES 01531 631122 
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Centre spread: Tnn 

WORDS: Steev Hayes PHOTOGRAPHY: Davies 


Unloading bagged product 
from RL Jones’ Atkinson 
Borderer on Flitwick 
industrial estate in 1990 . 
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Ken worth K100: Cradock Tractors 

WORDS: Joseph Lewis/Robert Needs PHOTOGRAPHY: Joseph Lewis/Roy Cradock 



With dusk gathering at 
an agricultural show, the 
current blue and white 
K100 heads for home. 

(Courtesy of Roy Cradock). 


There’s a distinctive way of delivering tractors down in Wiltshire. 


R eturning to Somerset via 

Westbury I was stopped in my 
tracks by two American 
cab-over trucks. Turning around 
in a farm gate, I made my way back to 
Cradock Tractors and the Cradock family; 
familiar faces from 1 3 years of attending 
working tractor events in the area. Roy 
Cradock explained the significance of the 
two Kenworth K1 00 cab-over models with 
Aerodyne sleeper cabs. 

“We are currently a Kubota tractor main 
dealer and can supply the full range of 
tractors and implements. Our connection 


with Kenworth started 30 years ago, when 
we used an identical K1 00 to the one we 
own now to deliver and collect machinery. 
This proved to be reliable with a 1 5-speed 
Fuller transmission and V8 Detroit Diesel 
engine. It was fun and it was also a good 
advertisement for the company as people 
always tell us they remember our name.” 
The Cradock’s first K1 00 was sold and 
later replaced by a notable purple K1 00 
Aerodyne, which Roy found in Manchester. 
This 1 982 registration year is one of the last 
two United Kingdom-supplied trucks with a 
350 bhp, 14 -litre Cummins engine and a 



The current K1 00 
with an interesting 
load of tracked 
dumpers (Courtesy of 
Roy Cradock). 


Fuller 13-speed transmission. Interestingly, 
it is understood this particular K1 00 was 
supplied new by Dando’s of Chipping 
Sodbury, South Gloucester and later used 
by Steve Horne Truck Racing to drive to 
race meetings. This K1 00 was run alongside 
a 2001 Y-registration Scania 1 64L 6x2 rated 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT Distinctive purple-coloured Kenworth K100 Aerodyne which was one of the last UK-supplied models in 1982. The 
height and space offered by the Aerodyne Sleeper cab is clearly illustrated on the inside A little bit different to the Scania - the KIOO’s leather 
interior and significant steering wheel. Purple K100 close-up - the ‘American Heir may refer to a previous use by a racing team. 


at 44 tonnes gross. This nine-speed with 
splitter model was previously used by 
Richard Long Transport to deliver combine 
harvesters on a step-frame, tri-axle low- 
loader trailer. Alongside the Kenworth, the 
Scania was more comfortable and quieter, 
but did not quite have the 



character of the Kenworth, so was replaced 
by another K1 00. 

“Our 1981 registration blue K100 was 
previously used for heavy haulage in 
Holland,” continues Roy. “This is powered 
by a Cummins 450 bhp Big Cam 14-litre 
engine. We traced a ticking noise to the 
front hub bearings. We simply changed 
these, put in fresh oil and this solved the 
issue. The truck attends Cheffins’ 

RIGHT Roy 

and his bride 
Jo, when they 
were married 
on Saturday 
28 th June 2014 
and of course 
he used the 
blue and white 
K100 to take 
his bride from 
the church to 
the reception. 


Cambridge sales and delivers abroad and 
I’m sure we will never stop using these 
trucks. If you have not experienced the thrill 
it is hard to describe, but there is the noise 
from the Cummins engine and each K1 00 
pulls like a train. You really have to drive 
these trucks and I was smitten from the 
first sit in the purple model and this only 
grew further when I drove our blue K1 00 
back from Holland.” 0 


LEFT The 

Cradock 

Family’s 

original 

Kenworth 

K100 

((Courtesy of 
Roy Cradock). 
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Readers’ photos 

WORDS: Ashley Lovering PHOTOGRAPHY: Ashley Lovering 


Summer 

spotting 

Ashley Lovering has 
been out and about 
during the summer 
armed with his 
trusty camera. 

A shley sent us these snaps of 
trucks from places as diverse 
as Somerset and Wales. 

He says: “Although it was not 
the best summer for weather, I have been 
able to get out and about to such places 
as Bristol, Weston super Mare, Hereford, 
Kington, Porthcawl and Pembrey to name 
just a few. These photos have been taken 
at shows, some trucks in service and 
others resting in yards. I hope the selection 
of older trucks is of interest.” 

They certainly are Ashley. Thanks! 0 







Th»3ITg&" 










“BP 



1 A fine line up at Kington 
show in August. 

2 While in Hereford by 
the old Cattle Market site 
this fine ERF came past. 
Unsure of who it belongs 
to but it looked and 
sounded great. 

3 A fine-looking Volvo, 
this stunner was in the 
car park in Porthcawl. 

4 Mr Conod of Leominster 
was kind enough to let 
me look around his yard. 
This fine later-model ERF 
was having a rest. 

5 My Ittle rig is seen at 
Pembrey and is in some 
very good company. 

6 Graham Keedwell of 
Pyle runs a small but 
excellent fleet of heavy 
haulage vehicles. This 
superb Scania was 
spotted in Porthcawl. 
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Nostalgia: old photos, adverts & literature 

WORDS: Steev Hayes PHOTOGRAPHY: Archive 



A 60 mph motorway 
speed limit for trucks 
still exists! 


A rise in truck driver deaths was once 
blamed on the humble speed limiter. 


I well remember the introduction of 
speed limiters for trucks. 

At the time, I was working for a 
major haulier specialising in liquid 
haulage, ‘logistics’ and storage in the 
South West when they were introduced 
and, because the fleet was so big (the 
company had depots across the country), 
it began fitting speed limiters a good 18 
months ahead of the cut-off date so it 
would be compliant once the date the 
regulation became law. 

The company ran vehicles seven 
days-a-week and around the clock, with 
trucks being double- and in some cases 
treble-shifted in any 24-hour period and 
until the early 1 990s it allocated its fleet of 
trucks fairly randomly. Apart from a select 
few who were engaged on contracts 
involving multiple nights away and who 
were allocated one of the sleeper-cabbed 
trucks the firm ran on a one-driver one 
vehicle policy, drivers were allocated the 


remaining, mostly day-cabbed tractor units 
once they arrived at the depot for work. 

However, the management were advised 
other firms which allocated trucks to 
specific drivers suffered fewer maintenance 
and/or accidental damage problems. After 
consultation with the drivers who warmed 
to the idea of driving the same truck during 
their working week, a system was 
introduced where each (day-cabbed) truck 
was allocated to be shared between a 
night driver and a day driver. 

Us mere drivers took our hats off to the 
transport office staff who worked tirelessly 
to make the system work, but had to allow 
for breakdowns and accidents and also 
regular urgent requirements for trucks to be 
sent out for what could only be described 
as ‘surprise’ jobs - those which the 
transport office were given at short notice 
or, in some cases had simply forgotten 
about or overlooked! Thus a harmonious 
relationship began between the night 


drivers and their day-working counterparts. 
The trucks never looked so good - drivers 
would drop trailers on their return to the 
depot, but before hitching up to the next 
one for the other driver, would give it a 
wash down. 

This was ahead of the ‘negative defect 
reporting systems’ but any defects were 
anyway reported and acted upon swiftly by 
the maintenance staff - they wished to 
keep the now ‘fussy’ drivers happy. 

A short time after this system was 
introduced, fitting of the dreaded speed 
limiters began. The drivers argued against 
them (despite it being an EU legal 
requirement) perhaps assuming with the 
new regime in place and the drivers now 
looking after their trucks and saving the 
company considerable sums of money in 
the process, they would be able to stop it. 

But fitment of the dreaded device 
continued. Once some drivers found their 
trucks had been fitted with one while 
others still hadn’t, the happy cooperation 
began to falter. Drivers complained 
somewhat rationally given the 
circumstances delivery times would be 
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longer and standard running times would 
now change. The truck I shared with a 
night driver - a 1 4-litre ERF E-series - 
would easily cruise uphill and down dale at 
60 mph all day and night. But getting onto 
the long motorway stretches and humming 
along at 56 mph seemed almost 
pedestrian. Obviously back then trucks 
were geared for higher speeds, so when 
the speed limiters were fitted, they were 
running somewhat out of kilter. 

Drivers brought up with speed limiters 
probably can’t understand the huge step 
those used to driving speed limiter-free 
trucks had to take to get used to the new 
constrained driving regime. Many drivers 
complained of boredom setting in, their 
attention wandering with the constant hum 
of the engine at the set speed. They also 
found car drivers would ‘play’ with them, 
allowing a faster-moving truck to get 
alongside before accelerating just enough 
to ‘pace’ the truck and keep him in the 
middle lane. Also at this time, not all trucks 
had speed limiters fitted. So, as in my case 
coming back down the north side of the 
M25 after tipping at a factory in Essex, I 
caught up with a knackered, smoking old 
Leyland Roadtrain artic loaded up to the 
gunnels and began overtaking him as I 
started to climb one of the many hills on 
that section, only to have him gain speed 
through weight and momentum once we 
crested the hill and watch him pull ahead of 
me. This happened on several occasions 
until I eventually tired of it and pulled onto 
the slip road at one of the junctions before 


rejoining the motorway to let him get ahead 
and away from me. 

This was also the time the government 
was promoting the ‘Speed Kills’ campaign. 
If this were true, some argued, then the 
safest roads would be those with 30 mph 
speed limits, motorways the most 
dangerous and the most dangerous drivers 
would be traffic police officers. 

However, trucks were able to cruise 
through 30 mph limits or past schools at 
50 mph if they so wished, while being 
unable to reach the (still) legal motorway 
top speed for trucks of 60 mph on 
motorways, which were basically roads 
designed and built to speed traffic flow 
between cities and ease passage of 
vehicles across the country. 

Road accident statistics published in 
1 995 showed although overall the number 
of road accidents was down, the number 
of truck drivers killed in 1 995 was 24 per 


cent higher than in 1 994 (up from 1 03 to 
130). It is here speed limiters copped the 
blame, as it was purported drivers on 
motorways in particular were now driving 
‘on the limiter’ for hours on end with 
nothing to do. They stopped paying 
attention to what was happening on the 
road and suffered more fatigue, boredom 
and stress and might even fall asleep at the 
wheel, failing to spot dangers and/or 
drifting onto the hard shoulder or into other 
lanes of traffic 

The rise in death rates of truck drivers 
was attributed to the same drivers piloting 
trucks fitted with speed limiters, and there 
was a call for the control of trucks to be 
restored to their drivers, disconnecting 
speed limiters, or having them set at a 
speed where drivers ‘would not be 
surrendering control to them’. 

Many truck drivers came to the 
conclusion it wasn’t speed which killed, 
but speed limiters! 0 


BELOW With tachographs, speed was now monitored and recorded. 
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Collection: CA Weaver 


WORDS: Dave Bowers PHOTOGRAPHY: Dave Bowers 


Collectors’ 

comer 

An unassuming Shropshire abode is home 
to a fantastic collection of classic trucks. 


L ewis Weaver’s home is in an out 
of the way spot near Ludlow in 
Shropshire, and this is where he 
keeps a collection of old trucks 
which can broadly be classified as classics 
of the 1 970s and 1 980s, although some 
others date back to earlier times when his 
father, Bert, started the family haulage firm 
as CA Weaver in 1 952. 

Of the more modern Volvo trucks parked 
here and there, a further distinction can be 
made in between those which are in 
preservation and those still working as and 
when required, which is a fairly loose 
categorisation, as what is considered to be 
a restored truck on one day can so often 
be seen disappearing down the country 
lanes to make a delivery, should an 
occasion demand prompt action! 

Lewis’s career took a step forward when 
he left farm work behind and took his HGV 
test aged 21 in 1982. 


He then landed himself a job with 
Farmore Farmers of Craven Arms driving a 
1 979 Leyland Boxer first, then a 1 985 
Leyland Constructor, followed by a 
brand-new Leyland Freighter in 1 986. This 
was his introduction to driving Leyland 
eight-wheeler bulk tippers. 

The Leyland theme continued after he 
left Farmore Farmers and teamed up with 
his dad, driving a pair of six-wheeler 
tippers, a 1 982 Leyland Constructor 
and a 1 977 AEC Marshall with an AEC 
506 engine. 0 

1. VOLVO FL10 (P6 CAW) 

However, things were set to change by 
the mid-1990s, as Bert and Lewis 
changed their allegiance to Volvo, a 
move neither regretted, which is perhaps 
underlined by the fact the FL10 they 
bought when it was new in 1996 is still in 
regular use and earning its living, some 



ABOVE An archive photograph showing the 
change of allegiance to Volvo trucks. 


19 years later! Lewis comments with 
enthusiasm: “This FL10 has a 320 engine 
and a nine-speed gearbox. We fitted a 
second-hand Wilcox bulk tipper body of 50 
cubic meters capacity. So far this truck has 
done 2.1 million kilometres, and that’s 
without an engine rebuild. It has gone 
through a power steering pump, three 
radiators and the brake compressor was 
replaced. It just keeps on going. We use it 
to transport bark, wood chips, quarry stone 
and recycled compost I take to farms to be 
used to break down heavy clay soils. I can’t 
fault this truck at all.” 

Lewis reckons getting a loaded eight- 
wheeler to farms can be problematic, and it 
is not uncommon to have to cut some of 
the hedges down to gain access. This 
FL1 0 was bogged down up to the fuel tank 
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on one occasion, so he spent most of 
the rest of the day digging it out with just 
a shovel! 

“We’ve recently done some work on the 
brakes and suspension as the rubber 
mountings needed to be replaced,” Lewis 
explains. “The Volvo FL has always been a 
good reliable truck, which I put down to 
these not having too many complicated 
electronics on them. So if one does break 
down, it’s easy enough to get back home 
again. Someone at our Volvo dealers, 
Hartshorne of Shrewsbury, said the FL was 
the best Volvo ever produced. It’s still 
modern, but not too complicated. And the 
spares availability from this dealership is 
also very good.” 

2. VOLVO F7 (C612 JUX) 

Serving the same role as the previous 
FL1 0, this 1 985 Volvo F7 bulk tipper was 
bought in 2000 and has been recently 
recommissioned. This one also has a 
lightweight alloy Wilcox tipper body 
installed - Lewis’s favourite choice for 
bulk haulage work. 

“This F7 Turbo with double-drive came 
back into service last year although I 
originally bought it 15 years ago,” Lewis 
explains. “It had belonged to a firm called 
Anscroft Haulage of Hanwood near 
Shrewsbury from new, and they ran it for 
many years with the same driver, Bob 


Middleton from Bayston Hill. When this firm 
packed up, Bob bought the lorry and ran it 
himself until about 1 998. 1 remember 
bringing it home on tow behind a 1 963 
AEC Mercury recovery truck we had at the 
time. It was on a bar with my dad steering 
the F7, although whenever we came to a 
steep hill, he would put the Volvo into gear 
so it was giving the AEC a useful push on 
the bar. So we went very well up any hills.” 

The 245 engine had already been rebuilt 
when Lewis bought the truck; the gearbox 
being of the 1 6-speed splitter type 
providing a wide selection of suitable gear 
ratios for every occasion. 

Lewis adds: “The body was used for 
storing logs in the back for many years, but 
the opportunity to get this one up and 
running again seemed like a good idea as 
we had a tidy cab off an F7 breakdown 
truck going spare, which we then swapped 



over. It just needed a good polish. The 
two-pack paint’s original, although we 
removed the decals and added some of 
our own. The air horns and lights on top of 
the cab date back to the cab’s use on that 
breakdown lorry, which came from David 
Blockley of Brightlington, Bradford.” 

All that was needed for its first MoT test 
was to replace a brake chamber to obtain 
a good reading. The F7’s first outing was 
on the Norfolk Run and Lewis reports no 
running problems so far. The furthest trips 
have been to Ireland delivering wood chips 
for horse training paddocks, and down to 
Essex delivering wood fibre while 
accompanying the FL10; a convoy which 
attracted a lot of attention from fellow 
truckers and the public alike! 

“We got up at four that day and it took 
four-and-a-half hours in these two trucks to 
get down to Essex,” Lewis says. “Not bad 
at all, as by 4.30 pm we were back home 
in Shropshire and then reloaded for the 
next day’s run.” 

3. VOLVO FL7 (D578 LAH) 

With two Volvo trucks still in regular 
service, it made sense for Lewis to obtain 
an immediate source of spares, and this 
ex-DH Parker FL7 eight-wheeler fitted 
with a 265 engine, single drive, and a 
lift-up rear axle serves this important 
purpose standing in the yard. Mileage 
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prior to retirement amounted to 600,000 
kilometres, so there’s still plenty of life left 
in this one! 

4. VOLVO F7 (B183 KAU) 

After being the tractor unit for a step- 
frame trailer during a previous working 
life, this restored F7 is now used to 
transport Lewis’s show trucks and vintage 
tractors to shows. There was a recent 
problem as the clutch release mechanism 
wasn’t working properly. But overall, this 
truck’s performance has proved to be as 
good as the previous two examples. 

When it was in service this F7 was used 
together with the step-frame trailer to 
deliver concrete beams and other items, 
a task its successor - the more powerful 
FL10 as featured later on - now does. 

Adding to this F7’s attractions, no less 
than seven different shades of blue paint 
were applied, and this truck attracts as 
much attention as Lewis’s old Seddon or 
his GMC fire engine when taken to truck 
shows, transporting the older trucks 
by trailer. 

Lewis says: “I bought this truck off Nick 
Carter of Gloucester who’d bought it from 
PTM International of Reading, where it had 
been used for container haulage and then 
as a yard shunter. I haven’t had to repaint it 
since. We used this truck for many years 
carrying 28 tonnes on a tandem axle flat 
trailer. The engine is a 230 bhp version 
coupled to an eight-speed gearbox. We’ve 


had no troubles so far, although the 
injectors might need doing shortly, as 
the engine smokes a bit at first, but soon 
clears when you’re running cold and going 
up a hill.” 

5. VOLVO FL10 (R614 AOG) 

Built in 1997, this FL10 has the 360 
engine with a nine-speed gearbox, 
and when rated up to 28 tonnes took 
over from the less powerful F7 
(described previously) hauling the 
45 ft step-frame trailer. 

Lewis explains: “This tractor unit was first 
owned by a firm called Blakemore’s of 
Walsall which ran it as a fridge box 
supplying its chain of Spar shops. We 
bought it from a machinery firm in Lincoln. 

It had over 600,000 kilometres on the 
clock, and they’d used it to pull a step- 
frame trailer. It looks quite tidy, although it 
was white when we first saw it on its last 
job for the owner before we bought it. This 
truck went to Czechoslovakia to collect a 
load of tractors, and it was repainted in 
orange when it was over there. However, 
we now intend to repaint it in our own 
colours of a green cab, red wings, and a 
white cab top and front bumper.” 

6. VOLVO FL6 (E805 JLM) 

One truck which never leaves the 
Weavers’ yard is the little FL6 acquired 
with one purpose in mind, and that’s to 
provide some heavy lifting capacity for 
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getting engines and gearboxes back into 
any of their trucks, or for loading the 
strep-frame trailer when required using 
the useful Hiab crane it came complete 
with when bought. 

7 VOLVO F86 (RVE 431 S) 

The one Volvo which looks as if has been 
residing in the weeds since time 
immemorial is an F86, although that’s not 
to say it won’t be up and running again at 
some time in the future, should it reach 
the top of Lewis’s list of restoration jobs! 

Built in 1 977 and kitted out with a bulk 
body, this F86 eight-wheeler with double- 
drive was new to Knowles Transport of 
Wimblington in Cambridgeshire, but was 
then sold two years later together with an 
F88 tractor unit to Ransford’s of Bishop 
Castle for transporting timber. So it was 
last used with a bolster for carrying felled 
trees. This F86 was subsequently replaced 
by an F7 eight-wheeler for this type of 
work, so the bulk body was replaced. 

Lewis adds: “The 230 engine had been 
rebuilt, and this was the biggest engine you 
could have on an eight-wheeler at the time. 
It was built in Irvine Scotland and this is the 
one type of Volvo I own I’ve never worked. 
I’ve changed the body for one which 
wasn’t as dented, and I now have a 
replacement cab for it, so it will be rebuilt 
one day.” 



50 CLASSIC TRUCK | February 2016 



8. VOLVO F88 (GUL 954N) 

The one Volvo project presently underway 
is this 1975 F88 with a 240 engine and a 
16-speed gearbox first owned by the Shell 
Oil Company as a tanker. Lewis bought it 
from Hales of Sheffield and his ongoing 
task is to repair the cab (which is in pretty 
fair condition), as this is a day cab version, 
which came with fibreglass front 
mudguards as opposed to the steel ones 
fitted to the sleeper cab version. Lewis 
says the day cab version is quite rare, and 
this one was devoid of any filler - the main 
reason he took the job on! In addition to 
these 1 970s and early 1 980s trucks, Lewis 
has gathered an impressive array of older 
models together, such as a 1 968 Albion 
Chieftain he part exchanged with Chris White 
of West Sussex for a Triumph 2.5-litre estate 
car and then drove the Albion back home (a 
distance of 1 98 miles). A 1 964 Seddon 
1 4/4/400 four-wheeler restoration currently 
underway - the fibreglass cab, Leyland 400 
engine and Albion six-speed gearbox are in 
great shape, as is the Kirkstall rear axle. 

Lewis was keen to point out the period 
Neate branded ratchet hand brake control 
which dates back to another era! As for the 
more modern Volvos, who says you can’t 
mix both work and leisure? 0 



Other collectables 




FROM THE TO Albion Chieftain was part-exchange deal, Seddon restoration is currently 
underway and the two Volvos prove you can mix both work and leisure! 
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Port of call 

Photographing trucks at Calais Docks was once widely accepted. 



O nce you could easily 

photograph trucks at the 
parking areas of the ferry 
services - in particular in the 
Port of Calais - from where the Calais- 
Dover services operated. 

Hardly any security people asked what 
you were doing there or told you to leave 
back in the late 1980s. Fortunately, 
drivers didn’t bother either and might 
even invite you in for a cup of tea. 

The new DAF 95-series and the 
similar-looking Pegaso Troner became 
very popular with international transport 
companies and could be seen in 
increasing numbers at the harbour. 

Rather strikingly most French-registered 
trucks in the Port of Calais, which started 
or ended international trips to the UK, 

“Hardly any security people 
asked what you were doing 
there or told you to leave 
back in the late 1980s. 
Drivers didn’t bother either 
and might even invite you 
in for a cup of tea” 

were foreign makes like Scania, Volvo 
and DAF, reflected in this month’s 
photographic selection. 

Vehicles and drivers visiting Calais 
regularly came from far away - some 
from countries in the Middle East, such 
as Turkey and Iran. They drove exotic 
trucks, like cab-over Internationals, 
Turkish-built MANs and heavy Macks. 

In the summer of 1988 just outside the 
Port of Calais, construction of the 
Channel Tunnel was in full swing. 
Construction work had started in 1986 
and, once completed in May 1994, 

French President Francois Mitterand and 
Queen Elizabeth II officially opened it. 

The 50.45 kilometre long tunnel is 
operated by the Eurotunnel Company, 
which was given a concession for 99 
years. The railway-only connection 
between Calais and Folkestone provides 
journeys for trucks, buses, cars and 
passengers and only takes 35 minutes. 

Similar journeys by the ferry companies 
take around two hours. So, for many 
transport companies the tunnel would be 
the obvious choice to save time. 0 


ABOVE Iveco 190.36 TurboStar still had a 
Unic badge on the lower part of the grille 
panel, indicating it was built in the old Unic 
works based in Trappes (France). The use 
of the Unic name disappeared in the 1980s. 
The 19-ton tractor unit was powered by an 
Iveco 360 bhp engine. It was pulling a French 
Benalu aluminium rib-sided tipper trailer and 
was photographed in August 1988 in a yard at 
Treguier, which is situated in the northern part 
of Britanny. 


BELOW French Scania R142M model, 
powered by the famous 14-litre V8 engine. 

It’s waiting at the Port of Calais for a ferry to 
Dover to collect livestock in the UK. It pulls a 
French-built ACTM aluminium livestock semi- 
trailer. It’s obvious the transport company Pin 
& Fils (Pine & Sons) preferred Goodyear tyres 
as the logos of the tyre manufacturer can be 
seen all over the tractor unit and the shield 
on the roof. It also has a duck mascot - which 
was quite popular with Dutch truck drivers in 
those days - on its roof. 
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LEFT Bonneted Berliet 
GLR190 dating from the 
early 1970s. This 19-ton 
GVW tipper was equipped 
with a loading crane and 
was encountered in one 
of the streets in the city 
of Calais. It was operated 
by Monsieur Chevalier 
(Knight). It still had the 
Berliet ‘Relaxe’ forward- 
control cab, dating from 
the late 1950s, fitted 
behind the bonnet. 


RIGHT Another 
French Scania 
waiting to embark 
the ferry to Dover. 

This high-volume 
drawbar combination 
was operated by 
Giraud, a well-known 
international haulier, 
which is now part 
of the big Geodis 
organization. The 
R112H model was 
fitted with an 11 -litre 
intercooled engine, 
which developed 333 
bhp at the time. It was 
equipped with a top 
sleeper featuring a 
big roof hatch and a 
small porthole. The 
curtainsided bodies 
were manufactured 
by French-based 
bodybuilders Reynaud. 


IMM1 


RIGHT The new Pegaso 
Troner shared the 
same cab with the DAF 
95-series. Transportes 
Caudete from Albecete 
in Spain operated this 
Pegaso Troner 360 
on international work 
between Spain and 
the UK. The Pegaso 
and refrigerated semi- 
trailer had just left 
the ferry from Dover 
and were heading 
for Spain again. 
Established in 1967, 
Caudete still provides 
regular refrigerated 
transport services to 
the UK today, but now 
operates Iveco, MAN 
and Mercedes-Benz 
trucks. In 2013 the 
company took delivery 
of a batch of 90 Iveco 
Stralis tractor units in 
one day. 



► 
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RIGHT A virtually 
brand-new French- 
registered Volvo FI 2 
tractor unit pulling a 
French-built Magyar 
tank semi-trailer. 
According to the 
orange warning sign 
(80-2215) the tank 
trailer is filled with a 
corrosive acid (Maleic 
Anhydride), used to 
produce resins. It is a 
white powder which 
is often transported in 
molten form. The FI 2 
is fitted with a third- 
generation sleeper cab 
featuring rectangular 
headlamps. The 
intercooled Volvo 
engine was available 
in either 360 or 400 
bhp versions. 




LEFT In 1988 you 
could still find 
American-built 
trucks piloted by 
brave drivers from 
Turkey and Iran at 
Calais. The driver 
of this International 
CO9670 from the early 
1980s was having 
his lunch from the 
lockers under his 
semi-trailer. He invited 
me to have a cup of 
tea with him, which 
was very generous. 

Our conversation 
was a mix of German 
and English, but we 
understood each other 
well. An hour later he 
drove his big US rig 
onto the ferry, made 
easier by its powerful 
Cummins 350 engine. 


RIGHT Soon after the 
introduction of the stunning 
DAF 95-series at the end of 
1987, many were exported to 
various countries in Europe, 
as evidenced by this French- 
registered FT95.350 tractor 
unit, waiting for the ferry 
to Dover. It pulls a typical 
French Benalu tipping semi- 
trailer, sheeted to keep the 
load inside the trailer. 
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RIGHT A second Turkish 
vehicle also operated 
by Omsan encountered 
on the same day as the 
cab-over International. 

It features an old cab, 
which was designed 
and used by Bussing. 
After Bussing was 
taken over by MAN it 
was manufactured at 
MAN’S Turkish truck 
plant for quite some 
time. It shows an MAN 
designation badge on 
the door (19.281), which 
confirms this is a 19 
ton GVW tractor unit 
powered by an MAN 280 
bhp engine. After the 
take-over the Bussing 
mountain lion badge has 
been applied to every 
MAN produced since. 




LEFT Dutch Volvo FI 2 
6x2 high-volume drawbar 
combination fitted with 
a top sleeper and pulling 
a close-coupled mid- 
axle drawbar trailer. 

The outfit transported 
air freight or plants 
and flowers to various 
parts of Europe. The 
truck was registered in 
Holland in 1988, but still 
featured a shortened, 
second-generation FI 2 
cab which was produced 
until 1987. 


m— ' 


RIGHT A sturdy Mack 
6x4 DM685 double- 
drive tractor unit 
pulling a tipper trailer 
loaded with overburden 
at full power. This 
impressive combination 
was working on the 
entrance of the Channel 
Tunnel, which was 
under construction in 
1 988. It had to cross 
the busy N1, which was 
protected by traffic 
lights. It was a nice spot 
to photograph all these 
heavy tippers, crossing 
the busy road. Because 
they were not operated 
on public roads (apart 
from crossing the N1) 
they were not registered 
and grossed at least 50 
to 60 tonnes. 
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A# ite 


Family firm near Sherborne, 
Dorset has survived 40 
years in the business. 

P ' 


This 1976-registration AEC 
Mammoth Major was previously 
used on concrete block work with 
the hydraulic crane at the back. 


T he Tite family, based at 

Middlemarsh near Sherborne, 
Dorset is possibly best known 
for steel haulage and low-loader 
work, but in their 40 year history they 
have completed numerous assignments 
and their handiwork can still be seen 
across Dorset. 

“One of the earliest 
company photographs is of 
a 1958 Commer with a 22 ft 
body and a late example of 
this model before the 
introduction of twin 
headlights. Other cattle 
trucks included Dodge, 
Leyland and a 1969 ERF.” 

Brian Tite founded the haulage business 
in the 1 950s. An early job was hauling 
timber with an S-type Bedford around the 
Basingstoke and Sussex area. Norman 
Tite, Brian’s brother, started the cattle 
hauling side of the business and 1 6 cattle 
trucks were once part of a busy fleet. One 
of the earliest company photographs is of a 
1 958 Commer with a 22 ft body and a late 
example of this model before the 
introduction of twin headlights. 


Other cattle trucks included Dodge, 
Leyland and a 1 969 ERF. 

A Foden used for transporting steel for 
use in construction of buildings is currently 
under restoration and can be seen in many 


company photographs, including in one 
example erecting steel for a new shop in 
Dorchester High Street. 

One of the now classic highlights was a 
1976-registration AEC Mammoth Major. 
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LEFT Stephen replaced the 380 with this 
top-spec 520 12-speed manual as used by 
RJ Moody of Salisbury, Wiltshire. BELOW 
Complete with luxury interior and microwave! 



This eight-wheeler came from Pearce 
Brothers of London and was used for 
moving fabricated steel. At the time of 
purchase, a hydraulic crane was mounted 
on the rear. Brian moved the crane to the 
front and extended the body. 

Brian’s son Stephen came into the 
business in the mid-1990s and started on 
an Iveco six-wheeler used for hauling plant 
machinery. His first articulated tractor unit 



ABOVE The Family’s Foden is currently under restoration, but is shown here on steel erection duty. 


was a 1 999 Volvo FH 380 6x2 acquired in 
201 0, which has only just retired from 
active service. The bright yellow, manual 
1 2-speed model was purchased from RM 
Page of Basingstoke which owned the 
distinctive FH from new. The notable CAT 2 
designation with bigger brake chambers 
was used on low-loader heavy haulage. 

RM Page fitted the twin exhaust stacks 
and when purchased by Steve, he fitted 
the tipping gear for use on scrap metal bulk 
tippers. Now with over 926,000 km on the 
clock, Steve hopes to make his first artic 
unit his first restoration project. 

The 380 was replaced by two other 
Volvo tractor units. The first is a 2006 FH 
520 manual, 12-speed, which was 
supplied new to RJ Moody of Salisbury, 


Wiltshire for use on bulk tipper work. This 
520 is a top specification model, which 
includes a fridge and microwave and also 
came in useful when Stephen’s daughter 
was studying transport at primary school 
- as daddy could help out by taking the FH 
520 to school! Stephen also does enough 
work in and around London for the new 
exhaust charges to have an impact. 
Helpfully, this 520 was already fitted with 
the compliant exhaust system at the time 
of purchase. The second Volvo FH is a 
2008, 480 model with l-shift previously 
used by DN Croft of Wincanton, Somerset 
for hay and straw haulage. 

With the family’s 1967 Foden restoration, 
coming along well, the ‘Tite reign’ looks set 
to continue. 0 




LEFT/ABOVE Brian’s son, Stephen purchased his first artic tractor 
unit in 2010, in the form of this 1999, V-registration Volvo 380 12 speed 
manual - now with over 926,000 km on the clock. Even after 16 years of 
working life, the 380 cab is still comfortable and well-appointed. 
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This side view shows attention to detail following 
a steam clean before the Club of Four cab was 
resprayed. Volvo initially used the Club of Four 
Cab most widely and it was first sold in the United 
Kingdom on the F7, which replaced the F86. 


he 201 5 Mid Somerset Show at 
Shepton Mallet is always a good 
hunting ground for classic 
vehicle enthusiasts, with a variety 
of cars, motorcycles, tractors and trucks in 
the display organised by Alan Connock 
and his team. 

One of the classic truck highlights was a 
recently restored Volvo F7 4x2 tractor unit 
owned by local tipper driver, Paul Green. 
The 1 986 Volvo F7 Intercooler 4x2 
originated at Rye Docks where it was used 

“I passed my test on 19th 
March 1983 in a Dodge 
Commander owned by 
Foster Yeoman,” Paul 
explains. “An F7 was one 
of the first trucks I drove 
after passing my test.” 


as a shunter and registered as a special 
vehicle. Paul purchased the F7 in 2010 and 
‘Mid Somerset’ was only its second show 
in five years. 

“I passed my test on 1 9 th March 1 983 in 
a Dodge Commander owned by 
aggregates company Foster Yeoman,” Paul 
explains. “An F7 was one of the first trucks 
I drove after passing my test.” 

Paul’s F7 required considerable work to 
‘bring it up to standard.’ A previous paint 
job had used oil-based paint and this was 
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Paul’s Volvo F7 4x2 was 
originally registered as a 
special vehicle and used as a 
shunter in Rye Docks. The Club 
of Four cab continued until 
1986 when Volvo introduced 
the FL with new Volvo cabs. 
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starting to peel. The cab windows were 
taken out and the whole truck was steam 
cleaned. One of the major tasks was to fit 
new cab headlining, which took six hours 
to complete. Fellow classic truck 
enthusiast, Chris Gould obtained suitable 
dark blue paint from Yeovil and the whole 
cab and wings were re-sprayed. 


“Mechanically the Volvo 245, six-cylinder, 
turbocharged engine was in good order 
and we did not have to touch this at all,” 
Paul explains. “Interestingly, this is an R62, 
38 tonne rated chassis with the 1 6-speed 
transmission; not the 32-tonner. The 
1 6-speed transmission was only used in 
the 38 tonne specification. In addition, we 


ABOVL Volvo (and Scania) set the standard 
for cab design and comfort in the mid-1980s 
This is the Club of Four cab from the alliance 
between Saviem, Volvo, DAF and Magirus 
Deutz also used by Renault on its G-series. 

LEFT Note the 38,000 kg not 32,000 kg rating 
on this 4x2 model. 

BOTTOM New cab headlining took a full 
six hours to fit. 

understand my example is one of the last 
F7 tractor units to be manufactured and 
still only shows 106,000 km on the clock.” 
Paul continues driving Volvo trucks for a 
living; though with slightly more power, in 
the form of a 540 bhp, eight-wheeler tipper 
for Roger Foster for a time, but now driving 
a 400 bhp, FM13, eight-wheeler tipper in 
the Wainwright livery for Chris Gould. 0 
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SCANIA, SCAMMELL, SEDD0N, TH0RNYCR0FT, VOLVO, etc. 

www.rushgreenmotors.com 



Traders of Commercial Vehicles , Trailers , Plant and Municipal. 
Bodybuilders , Paintshop facilities , Sandblasting. 





Contact us 
Tel: 01 932 879890 
Mobile: 07836 293669 
sales@airportautos.co.uk 


www.airportautos.co.uk 



HISTORIC COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SOCIETY 

MEMBERSHIP 


ADULT £27.00 

Family £34.00 (partner/ spouse* children to 17 years) 

Young Person £20.00 (18-25 years) 


Vehicle Insurance Scheme with inclusive 
Breakdown Recovery 


Further Details from: 

HCVS Ltd. “Two Hoots 11 , 305 Limpsfteld Road 
Sander stead, Surrey CR2 9DJ 

— v www.hcvs.co.uk Tel 02Q& 651 0778 

f I f 1 . ■ e-roai Ihcvs20i1@gmail .com 

Ij hJ ' Registered as a Mari on a! Charity No 27 1 I 21 
— ^ Incorporated in England and Wild No I 24 1 315 
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The Vault: golden greats from our archives 

WORDS: Steev Hayes PHOTOGRAPHY: Archive 


Space MAN 

a roomy Roadhaus cab proved perfect for 
Euro-trotting family-run haulage company. 





This MAN with 
Roadhaus cab was 
bought for European 
traction work. 



M AN trucks have long been 

understated masterpieces of 
engineering excellence. They 
were way ahead of the game 
as far as eco driving is concerned, with 
versions back in the 1 990s designed to give 
optimum fuel economy via their engines 
which produced high torque at low revs. The 
performance of those engines enabled 
drivers to block change rather than just 
skip-shift through the gears too, adding to 
those precious fuel savings. 

One company well aware of those facts 
was Pontypool, West Wales-based Durrant 
Transport Services and a director of the 
company, Stuart Durrant, was also a driver 
and piloted its latest addition - an F2000 
MAN 22.403 with the roomy Roadhaus cab. 

“Specification did come into the equation 
when we were looking for a new truck,” 


Stuart admitted. “But price 
was also a main factor.” 

He said several dealers 
were given a specification of 
what they wanted - and 
needed - in a truck. As a 
result, they tried a Renault 
Magnum 420 mid-lift, Volvo 
FH-420 mid-lift with 
Globetrotter cab and a 
Leyland DAF 95-series 6x2 

RIGHT Three MANs with 
four men. Left to right 
Colin King, Malcolm 
Durrant, Stewart Smith 
and Stuart Durrant. 
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Artwork was 
designed by Neil 
Davey and Stuart. 



with the spacious Super Space Cab. “In the 
end MAN came out on top, also offering a 
good part-exchange deal allowance against 
a trade-in truck which was an MAN 22.362,” 
Stuart explained. 

“This truck had been with us for six years 
and had given us excellent service.” 

Durrant Transport was actually 
started by Stuart’s brother, Malcolm. 

He became an owner-driver in 
the mid-1970s with a 
Volvo F86 artic hauling 
mainly loft insulation and 
fruit. Later, Malcolm 
bought a brand-new 
Magirus-Deutz 232 D1 6, 
increasing the size of his 
fleet by 1 00 per cent by 
adding another ‘Maggie’ 

232 - this time a used one 
- as business increased. 

Then the firm was 
called Malcolm J Durrant 
Transport and work took 
the tucks into Europe, 
with the loft insulation 
making up the outward 
loads and fruit for the return journeys. 

Over time, the company has 


experienced periods of both expansion and 
contraction, with a divorce initially forcing 
Malcolm to return to being an owner-driver, 
before he again grew the company to cope 
with increasing workloads. 


The Durrant brothers have all been 
involved in road transport. The eldest of the 
Durrant brothers is Paul and he once ran a 
Ford Transit van. Then he and Malcolm 
decided to team up, which is when the 
company name Durrant Transport Services 
was established. Before Stuart joined his 
brother’s firm, he was an owner-driver, 
running a C-registration MAN drawbar outfit. 
Then he sold the trailer off and his brother 
Malcolm acquired the prime mover. 

Durrant Transport Services was at one 
point running five tractor units, as well as 
using the services of 1 0 sub-contractors and 
their vehicles. Freight included loft insulation, 
parcels, telecommunications equipment, 
potatoes, cloth, paper, agricultural 
equipment and foodstuffs including jars of 
spices and pickle. “The spice job began with 
us having the jars delivered to our depot 
where they would be transferred to our vans 
and delivered to their final destinations,” 
Stuart explained. “But then the customer 
asked us to collect the goods in bulk from 
Blackburn and deliver them.” 

But then the loft insulation side of the 
business went, the paper company was 
bought out and the new owners closed the 
nearby part of the operation down, while the 
food customer was sold off to a larger 
company and swallowed up. “We have had 
some bad luck,” Stuart admitted. 

“We’ve been on the verge of buying 
dedicated trailers to cope with these special 
jobs only to for the contract to go to 
competitors, or for the firms to go under or 
be bought out.” So after almost getting their 
fingers burnt, wisely the brothers began 
hiring in specialist equipment as and when 
they needed it. 
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driving in mainland Europe,” Stuart admitted. 
“If I had to spend all my time driving in the 
UK, I would probably get out of truck 
driving altogether.” 

He said driving was more relaxed on 
continental European roads, so there was 
less stress and the facilities were also far 
better across the Channel than those for 
truck drivers on mainland Britain. 

Stuart was also a big fan of using the 
Channel Tunnel crossing as it was faster and 
drivers were segregated from other 
passengers. “It’s swift, quiet and clean and 
you can get on with the job,” he said. If he 
did have go by ferry, he preferred using the 
Sheerness-Vlissingen crossing. 

At this time Durrant Transport Services 
was running four trucks (two MAN artics and 
two MAN rigids) with four people - Stuart 
and Malcolm Durrant, Stewart Smith and 
Colin King. It had also regrouped the 
company and had a fresh approach to work, 
with little forward planning. “Our work is 
sporadic and we have to move with the 
times,” Stuart said. “We must change and 
adapt quickly without any fuss. We can and 
do because of our size, but what really helps 
us cope with these changes, which have 
become more prevalent of late, is the drivers. 
They are the best and 
we couldn’t have 
survived without 
them.” 0 


Stuart’s new F2000 MAN 22.403 was 
well-specified, with a full air kit, uprated 
batteries and alternator, ally fuel tanks and 
centre console and an air-ride passenger 
seat. But following delivery, a Jost sliding fifth 
wheel, alarm, immobiliser, CD player, CB 
radio and cab phone were fitted, with Stuart 
himself installing extra interior lighting. The 
lower bunk was converted to make way for 
a fridge and to add to overall storage space 
and, later, an ally battery box, tool box and 
tank cover were fabricated by GB 
Engineering of Wisbech. 

Stuart was more than happy with the 
performance of the truck - after covering 


ABOVE Stuart clearly understood mechanical 
things better! 

BELOW Stuart kitted the cab out with some 
extra ‘home’ comforts! 

65,000 miles reliability had been proven, with 
a few niggles including a faulty gearbox 
transducer, a cab air bag and a couple of 
belt tensioners. These were all quickly dealt 
with by MAN and Bevan Commercials and 
the truck suffered no downtime. 

European work still dominated, and Stuart 
and the MAN spent most of their working 
week running to and from Europe with 
Germany the main destination. “I enjoy 
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AEC 


MATADOR 



1945, £8,000 ovno. Ex RAF. Float flat 
bed. Wiring needs sorting out, smoking. 
All steel cab. Ill health forces sale. 
Leicestershire. 07956 332915 (PB) 


ATKINSON 


SILVER KNIGHT 

1965, £P0A. Restoration project 
unfinished. Excellent chassis, all new 
cab timbers. 220 Cummins ZF gearbox. 
Original windscreens, new rubbers. For 
more information call Neil. Hampshire. 
07745 044563 (RB) 


BEDFORD 


BEDFORD KM 



1972, £3,250. Bedford lorry flatbed with 
tandem two speed Eaton axle. 6 cyl 
diesel. Three owners. Present owner 33 
years. Used on the farm and MoT/tax 
exempt for agricultural use. Drives very 
well. Good tyres. Essex. 01279 731243 
(PB) 

BEDFORD MW 

1942, £10,000. 1 5cwt army lorry, 
original dropsides with cupola in cab, 
rare vehicle, very original complete 
with canvas side screens, very good 
mechanically, good oil pressure, brakes 
overhauled, ready to use. Oxfordshire. 
01865 874534 or 07584 824079 

BEDFORD RL 



1960, £3,500. Ex MoD. Fitted with corns 
body. Used as camper van. MoT and 
tax exempt. On the road. Needs small 
cosmetic work. Drives well. Essex. 
07774 420364 (PB) 

J3 (COMMERCIAL) 

£Best offers. Breaking for spares or sell 
complete. Rolling chassis, 4 cyl engine, 
gearbox. Starts on button. Cab rotten, 
wings, doors, bonnet, windscreen, 
rear mudguards. All off are in fair 
condition. For more info please phone. 
Northamptonshire. 07791 870242 (RB) 


TK SIX WHEELER KHL 



1965, £17,250. Primrose. Third axle. 
Eaton 2 speed rear axle. 5 speed 
gearbox. Leyland 400 engine. Alloy 
platform body 22ft x 7ft 6in. 900x20 
tyres. Tested till September 201 6. 
Hampshire. 07971 415509 (RB) 



1983, £4,000. 6x2 sleeper cab. Hyd 
fitted. Good tyres. Also 2 ERF B Series 
tractor unit 4x2 sleeper cab, 1980, vgc, 
P0A. Lincolnshire. 07759 473380 (PB) 

Cl 5 



1930, £2250 ono. * Very Rare*. Garone 
5LW engine. 4x2 rigid restoration project. 
Cabs front panel and some woodwork 
still intact. I would have loved to restore 
this truck but lack of time forces sale. 
Staffordshire. 07583 61 3521 (RB) 


FORD, FORDSON, 
THAMES 


D SERIES 



1976, £5,000. Alloy body tipper. Runs 
and drives ok. Also Dodge Hi-Line, 1987, 
with Perkins 6354 engine. Ex airport, 
low miles, £1 ,800. Lincolnshire. 07759 
473380 (RB) 


DT 2417 



1977, £2,000. 6 wheeled 6x4, ex R.M.C. 
Ready Mix. Fitted with chalk spreader 
body. V8 Perkins engine. Suffolk. 01473 
830308 (RB) 


FORD D1210 



1970, £3,500. Ex airport snow plough 
complete with Gardner 6LW generator. 
Tax/MoT exempt. Drive away. Tyne And 
Wear. 07821 354167 (PB) 


IVECO 



1995, £2,000 ono. Beaver tail lorry 
with slide away ramps and winch. Ideal 
for transporting tractors. MoT until 
September 2016. Lincolnshire. 01427 
838739 (PB) 


LEYLAND 


LAN DTR Al N/SC AM M E LL S24) 



£P0A. Left hand drive. TFL recovery 
equipment. 14 litres. Big cam Cummins 
engine. Came back to this country and 
registered in 1979. Gloucestershire. 
07870 288961 (PB) 

LEYLAND BEAVER 



1948, £9,750 no VAT. 4 wheeler, flat 
rigid, with Leyland 600 engine, in rally 
condition, runs and drives very well, 
transport can be arranged. Lancs. 01524 
241994 


SCAMMELL 


CRUSADER EKA 

1979, 43,000 miles, £10,000 ovno. 

6x4 underlift RR 305 Eagle Fuller Road 
Ranger. 9 speed with diff locks. All 
hydraulics in good order. Rust free cab 
and reccovery pod. Always garaged. 
Owned by me since military release. 
MoT exempt. Cheshire. 07770 772080 


SHELL/BP TANKER 



£1,100 ono. Good condition for age. 
Cambridgeshire. 07977 040288 (RB) 


SEDDON 


ATKINSON 200 



1985, £3,500 ono. Rare 200 series. 
Original 130 International engine. Two 
speed axle beavertail. In good order. 
Been to many shows in Ireland. Drive 
away. Tipperary, Ireland. 00 353 8765 
2061 2 (PB) 


ALL OTHER MODELS 


8 TON 

1970, £2,500 ono. Chassis and cab, 
Perkins 6,354 N.A. 6 speed gearbox, 
p.a.s. Cab above average condition. 
Some repair pieces already made. Rear 
brakes renewed. New wings. Runs and 
drives. Ring for more details. Shropshire. 
01939 250670 (RB) 

AUSTIN FFK 100 



1963, £3,000 ono. Very good condition 
all round engine and gearbox. Good cab. 
Very good c/w original 16ft dropside 
body. Armagh. 07590 079796 (PB) 

BMC 



1970, £6,500. 3 penny bit tipper diesel 
lorry. MoT December 2015. Historic 
vehicle - no road tax. Engine 2400cc. 
Weight 3,500kg. Starts on the button. 
Very good running order. Shropshire. 
07792 576340 (PB) 
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COMER Q4 



1956, £3,000 ono. Ex auxiliary fire 
service Bikini unit. All original. Selling 
due to ill health. Tipperary, Ireland. 00 
353 8765 2061 2 (PB) 


SAURER 6X6 (SWISS ARMY) 



1950. 27,000 kms info@PietVerschelde. 
com (T). 0032 475 967 380 (JW) 


CLASSIC TRUCKS 
WANTED 


ALL FORD RANGER TRUCKS 



Wanted. Any year petrol or Diesel mot 
or not we collect good prices paid. (T). 
07775 998628 (JW) 


ALL NISSAN CABSTAR TRUCKS 


UK. (T). 07775 998628 (JW) 

ALL TOYOTA HILUX TRUCKS 



Wanted. Petrol or diesel two or four 
wheel drive clean or rusty top prices 
paid. (T). 07775 998628 (JW) 

ALL VAUXHALL BRAVA TRUCKS 
AND ISUZU TRUCKS 



Wanted. Any year clean or rusty we are 
very good buyers. (T). 07775 998628 


SWB LORRY TRACTOR UNIT 

1940, Wanted. By private enthusiast, 
will pay premium for diesel engined 
restored show condition vehicle. Suffolk. 
01473 652619 


TRAILERS 


3 TON TIPPING TRAILER 



£995. Fully reconditioned, much new 
steel, new aluminium sides. Shropshire. 
07891 492601 (SN) 

3-TON TIPPING TRAILER 



£350. Heavy duty tyres. Good ram and 
pipe. Hardwood floor and sides. Essex. 
07801 281289 (SN) 


BAILEY RANGER 460/2 



2007, £5,250 ono. End bathroom, 
Serviced every year and stored 
undercover, new tyres last year. Comes 
with all the kit, ( gas bottle waste and 
two water carriers) Ideal for holidays, 
shows and working weekends. 
Leicestershire. 07760 22351 1 (SN) 


£0ffers. Cedar exterior. Fully insulated. 
Electrical sockets and lights. Towable. 
Ply braced. Cladded interior. Plasticised 
tin roof. Hand made modern steps. 
Pneumatic tyres. All finished to high 
standard. Sensible offers please. 
Somerset. 07443 470079 (PB) 

BRIAN JAMES TRAILER 



£1 ,800. Special narrow car transporter, 
built by Brian James trailers with ramps, 
only 5ft wide between the wheels, 

1 1 ft8inch long load bed, ideal for a 
small classic car/jeep/tractor, 1 .35 ton 
capacity, very light to tow, all new knot 
brakes and cables, lazer cut security 
marks, lockable tow bar, you wont see 
another like this. Devon. 01 548 521 278 


CATERING TRAILER 



£4,250. Multi purpose, 16ft x 7ft. 07970 
973131 

CATERING UNIT 



£4,250. Towability made. Yorkshire. 
07970 973131 (PB) 

CRANE FRUEHAUF AGGREGATE 
TIPPER 

1979, £2,500. Tandem axle. Wilcox 
insulated body. Edbro ram. Easy 
restoration. Gloucestershire. 01594 
529566 (RB) 


FARMER'S LIVESTOCK TRAILER 



1940s, £650. Restored to original 
condition. Dorset. 07999 593141 (RB) 


FERGUSON 30CWT TRAILER 

£0ffers. Wheels, tyres, chassis and ram 
fitted. Cambs. 01733 844203 (SN) 

FERGUSON TIPPING TRAILER 

£450. 3 ton hydraulic, complete and 
working. Suffolk. 01379 644746 


HARFORD 



£600. 3 ton tipping trailer. Re-boarded 
throughout. Very good chassis. Norfolk. 
01603 871291 (PB) 


HEAVY-DUTY HAND CART 



£100 ono. Steel deck, good working 
order. Steers with turntable. 
Leicestershire. 01 530 249938 / 07976 
445694 (RB) 

HIGHWAYMAN TRAILER 

1969, £950. 26ft single axle with 4ft 
sides, been used on beet cart, very good 
trailer for old vintage tractor unit. Cambs. 
07780 614280 


IFOR WILLIAMS 



£500. Drop-down back plant trailer. 
Leics. 07989 817460 



not top prices paid we collect all over 




IFOR WILLIAMS EUROLIGHT 
TRAILER MODEL 



£900. EL071 -251 2 carry 750kg 8ft 8in 
long 4ft 6in wide. Drop sides, front & 
rear, complete with spare wheel. Just 
over a year old, used twice. Cost £1 ,400 
would sell for asking price. East Sussex. 
01424 871003/07801 844175 

IFOR WILLIAMS LM166 



201 1 , £2,000 ono. All lights work and 
good brakes, 16ft x 6ft. Somerset. 01935 
881109 or 07966 697446 

IFOR WILLIAMS P80 LIVESTOCK 
TRAILER, 

£1,300 ovno. Good condition throughout, 
recent new lights, only selling due to 
increase of stock. 07934 490307 (SN) 

IFOR WILLIAMS TRAILER 



£1 ,250. Twin wheel dropside, 1 0ft x 
5ft 6in, two spare wheels, good tyres, 
brakes, new led lights, Ifor Williams 
ramps. Cornwall. 01326 562843 or 
07881 658292 

INDESPENSION TRAILER 

£3,000. Tilt-bed, beavertail, replacement 
Meredith & Eyre beam axles, refloored, 
full tailgate, ramp, good tyres, stored 
inside, good 3,500 kg 1 6ft x 7ft 6in. 
Norfolk. 01362 683596 

INDESPENSION TRAILER 

£850 ono. With mesh sides, approx 8 x 
4x4 light use only, excellent condition. 
Tyres good, spare unused. Props, 
jockey wheel, ideal for mowers or logs, 
locking hitch. Paid almost £1 ,500 last 
year! bargain! ring for more details. 
Northamptonshire. 07745 278433 (SN) 


LOW LOADER 



£2,750 ono. Plant trailer, 1 2 ton 20 ft, air 
brake for Agricultural or industrial use 
C/W front and rear Jack legs, adjustable 
high or low suspension with ramps, little 
used unmarked, rust free condition. 
Aberdeen's. 01651 806306 (SN) 


MANUFACTURE TUMBRIL CART 



1939, £1,200 ONO. Pneumatic tyres, 
new flooring, fantastic working condition. 
Norfolk. 01 953 71 7270 / 07572 2261 52 


February 2016 | CLASSIC TRUCK 7 1 















Send us your AD - FREE! Email FREE ADS to: 




MERRYTILLER TRUCK TRAILER 



£350. Complete and in working order 
with range of tools for the Rotavator. 
Sussex. 01323 442842 



£300. Motorcycle/box trailer size 8 x 
4. One ton braked, lights, ramp, cover, 
wheel-clamp. Kent. 07876 360542 (SN) 

TRAILER 



MINIATURE SHEPHERDS HUT 


£680 ono. One window and door, 8in 
blow up tyres, metal frame with TG alloy 
roof, light to move, needs tic. Wiltshire. 


£2,750. 2005 bockman 3.5 ton twin axle 
multipurpose trailer/car transporter with 
white tilt removable cover. 21ft long x 8ft 
wide x 10ft high. Ramps not included. 
May part-exchange W.H.Y. Lines. 07860 
655984 (SN) 


01980 621319 


TRAILER FOR SALE 



from the axle up, any questions please 


£450 ono. Heavy duty beaver tail. 
Ramps, winch, spare wheel, new brake 
linings and cables, new tyres, rewired. 
Good condition. Leicestershire. 01530 
249938 / 07976 445694 (RB) 


STEP FRAME 



1992, £5,000. Frue Hauf step frame 
17.5 tyres, new chambers, new air 
bags, shockers, EBS system, blasted 
and painted. Cumbria. 07887 916972 
(SN) 


STEP FRAME 



2009, £10,000. Montracon step frame, 
May 1 6 test 1 9.5 tyres, 4 ramps, tidy. 
Cumbria. 07887 916972 (SN) 


SWIFT FLATBED TRAILER 

£1 ,200 ono. 3.5 ton gw, approx 1 4ft 
x 6ft 6 bed, 16 inch alloy rims, 4 good 
tyres, spare rim, LED lights, Ml Junction 
22. Leicestershire. 07769 678418 (SN) 

TANDEM AXLE FLATBED 
TRAILER 



£1 ,000 ono. Blue line 1 2 ft x6.6, very 
little work, all original tyres. Surplus 
to requirement. Lincolnshire. 01526 
860573 (SN) 


contact. 07989 421854 (SN) 

TRAILER FOR SALE 



£430. Large - 1 0ft x 5.6" ft, braked, 
winch, drop tailgate. Devon. 01363 
773251 (SN) 


TRAILER FRAME 


£150. Tipper 3 ton 2 wheel, needs 
rebuilding. Cambs. 07714 134546 

TRAILERS 



£3,500 each. Around 1 0 tons auto 
tailgate all lights and brakes ken wooton 
4 wheel axles sprung drawbar on wide 
tyres in very good condition. (T). Notts. 
07976 421725 

VINTAGE TIPPING TRAILER 



£325. Barn stored. Original condition. 
Looks good on tractor. Hertfordshire. 
07486 547478 (RB) 


PARTS FOR SALE 


335 

£450 ONO. Engine, complete, removed 
from generator, good condition. Dorset. 
01 305 821 91 1 / 07949 731 753 (SN) 


900 X 20 8 STUD WHEELS 

£100 the 4. Good trade, slight perishing. 
Dunlop tyres, 36 x 6, as new. Different 
trade pattern, £50 the 2. Aberdeenshire. 
07711 294446 (RB) 

AEC 

£P0A. Cab bumpers, head light panels, 
name boards, AEC engine and gear box. 
Lancs. 07538 717009 (SN) 

AEC 11.3 REBUILD 

£900. Militant spec. AV31 2 decoke set 
£40. CAV-S130L starter £80. Many 
Matador body parts to clear. Smiths 
heater. Cumbria. 01228 674735 


AIR HORNS 



£60. Low/high tone, ex Volvo F88. West 
Midlands. 07836 514189 


BEDFORD J1 

£100. Front brake wheel cylinders. One 
pair. In very good condition. No pitting. 
Fitted new Lockheed seals. Can post 
extra. West Midlands. 07808 855076 


BEDFORD PLAXTON COACH 



1970, £AII cheap to clear. Model YRT. 
YRO. Supreme or Elite. Radiator header 
tank. 24v + 1 2 v demister units. (New) 
o/S. Demister radiators x 2. 1 0ft x 4in 
+ 20ft x 2in demister hose (new). A.C. 
Delco diesel fuel tank gauge sender unit 
p/n 7974408 (new) o/s. Leyland 400 
head gasket. Dorset. 01202 743006 (RB) 

BEDFORD TK/MK/KM 

1977, £150 each. Twin pot master 
cylinder, new, 1 2 available. 2 TK doors - 
push-button, side flaps, headlight panels, 
offers. Wiltshire. 07734 829626 (RB) 


CLASSIC VAN SUN VISORS 



£190 + £25 postage. All metal. To fit 
Bedford J type, Chevy 1950 split screen, 
For FI 00, International Harvester R1 10 
1 953, Apacy fleet side 1 962. All visors in 
etch primer with fittings. West Yorkshire. 
07792 410094 (RB) 

CUMMINS 

1965, £P0A. Engine parts. Pistons and 
liners, fuel pump and injectors, cam 
shaft. Also 9 speed Fuller gearbox, ex 
Atkinson Borderer. Hampshire. 07745 
044563 (RB) 

DODGE DAKOTA 

£30 + postage. In channel window 
deflectors, 1977-2004. Surrey. 01252 
705024 (PB) 


DODGE DAKOTA 

£120 + postage. Medium grey cut pile 
carpet (in box, new). 1997-2004. Single 
cab. Surrey. 01 252 705024 (PB) 

EPINOX EXHAUST PIPE 

£200. 5in with a bracket. Also 2 pto 
pumps for ERFs. Staffs. 07530 43731 1 

FODEN 

1976, £25. Worcestershire. 01684 
567723 

FORD 1.8 Dl TURBO ENGINE 

£POA. In good condition. Bristol. 07510 
171711 

FULLER GEAR BOX. 

£225. RTO 610. North Lancs. 01524 
241994 (SN) 

GARDNER 180 ENGINE 

£POA. Good runner. North Lancs. 01524 
241994 (SN) 

IVECO AIR BRAKE FOOT 



£25 + p/p. Valve brand new. 01482 
374376 (SN) 

LAND ROVER 

1984, £80. Rear hard top by Ifor 
Williams, to fit with 90 truck cab. Good 
clean condition with rear lift up lid. 
Staffordshire. 01902 850839 (RB) 

LDV PILOT 

1996, £Offers. Engine and gearbox for 
spares or repair. New radiator (boxed) 
plus various new spares. Lancashire. 
01772 600074 (RB) 

LEYLAND 500 

1977, £150. Fixed head series, 
alternator, new. Wiltshire. 07734 829626 
(RB) 

LEYLAND ALBION AEC 

£25. Top grill for Ergomatic cab, good 
condition. North Yorkshire. 01325 
378265 

LEYLAND CLYDESDALE 

£70 ono. Power steering ram, 
secondhand, linkages, etc. Derbyshire. 
01246 866566 (after 6pm) (RB) 

LOW WATER WARNING KIT 



£20. Marston Electronic Radolarm. 24v. 
Includes header tank probe. Buzzer. 
Dash warning light. Control unit. Fitting 
instructions. When water is low buzzer 
sounds and light flashes. Dorset. 01202 
743006/07702 061102 (RB) 
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LUCAS 11 AC 1573 



£50 ono. 24 volt alternator, new old 
stock. Yorkshire. 0113 255 4885 

LUCAS MILITARY HEADLAMPS 



£50 incl p&p. Pair of headlamps in good 
condition. No rust or dents. Cleveland. 
01462 658052 (RB) 

MILITARY NUMBER PLATE 
LAMP 



£25 incl. p&p. No. FV 534864, in unused 
condition. Cleveland. 01642 658052 (RB) 


'0' TYPE BEDFORD 



£165 + p&p. 28hp petrol. New starter 
motors (not recon). 12 volt. Kent. 07831 
302121 (PB) 


PAIR OF ARM RESTS 



£80 + postage. (New). Carmine red. Will 
fit Chevy truck/Blazer/Suburban, 1977- 
1980. Surrey. 01252 705024 (PB) 

PAIR OF CARMINE RED SEAT 
BELTS 



£120 + postage. (New). They will fit any 
truck, Ford, Chevy, Dodge between 50s, 
60s, 70s and 80s. They bolt straight to 
the floor. Surrey. 01252 705024 (PB) 


MATADOR SPARES 

£P0A. Front springs, clutch plate, winch 
and many other items. Derbyshire. 
01246 866566 (after 6pm) (RB) 

PIRELLI 207/70 R15C TYRE 

£90 no offers. On wheel, as new 
unused. Bedford TK 7.5 ton drive axle, 
hub nut socket/spanner, vgc. Job lot 
only. Shropshire. 07929 969653 

SCANIA 111 SLEEPER CAB 

£10,000. Dutch spec. Dodge 7.5 ton, 
good tyres and 6 hole wheels, rad front 
grille with Perkins Bag. Hampshire. 
07802 604407 (evenings) (RB) 

SCANIA 112/113 

£0ffers. Doors and grills. Other parts for 
Scania 1 1 0 and 1 1 1 . Yorkshire. 01 535 
632267 (PB) 

TYRES 

£750. Tyrekickers welcome, 5 
Bridgestone 296, used old stock, size 
12R22.5, phone between 6 and 8 pm. 
Montgomeryshire. 01686 626478 

VARIOUS 

£75 posted. Steering wheel, 4 spoke, 
193/4in dia, 25/1 6in disch, 11/8in 
straight column hole. 1/4in key slot. 
1/4in clamp bolt. Black, new old stock. 
Shropshire. 01939 250670 (RB) 

VARIOUS 

£P0A. Good 9.5 17.5 tyres on 6 hole 
wheels, £75 each. Foden gearbox, £500. 
Foden daycab, £500. Many Dodge 7.5in 
spares. Ring for list. Hampshire. 07802 
604402 (RB) 


YORK DRAWBAR 



£10 each. 8 stud 15 inch split rim road 
wheels (9 off). Also 8 stud 20 inch split 
mid road wheels. West Midlands. 07836 


514189 (PB) 


PARTS WANTED 


DODGE K SERIES 

1971, Wanted. (Spanish cab type). 

Panels or complete cab. Lighting, head 
lights, side and tail. Indicator lights. 
Window rubbers. London. 07946 534990 


FOR BMC LAIRD 

1969, Wanted. 2 LR 1300 door badges 
or 1 LR 1300 and 1 Laird badge. LH side 
step plate and rubbers for both sides. 
Shropshire. 01939 250670 (RB) 


LITERATURE AND 
INFORMATION FOR 
SALE 


CLASSIC TRUCK MAGAZINES 

2012, £30 the lot. All 19 issues up to 
November 201 5, vgc, Plus £1 0 courier or 
£2 each plus p&p. Please ring and leave 
message. Ceredigion. 01545 571003 


COMMERCIAL MOTOR 
MAGAZINES 



1946, £85 including post/packing (UK 
mainland). 13 editions, 1946/1948. 3 
editions 1955/58/67. Good condition. 
South Wales. Mid Glamorgan. 01443 
862580 (RB) 


LAND ROVER 



£3.75 including postage. A4 size 
laminated print of fire engine (LSK 
170). Mr B M Duke, 3 Watchetts Road, 
Camberley, GUI 5 2PB, cheques payable 
to Betterware. 


MISCELLANEOUS FOR 
SALE 


1953 CORONATION BADGE 



£48 post free. Original, not repro. 
Chrome enamel, no damage. Size 3in x 
5in. Bar fixing. H.M. Queen Elizabeth II 
crowned 2nd June 1953. Surrey. 07968 
659969 (RB) 

COLLECTION OF CORG1 1:50 
SCALE 



£P0A. Commercial vehicles, AEC, Albion, 
Atkinson, Bedford, DAF, ERF, Ford, Foden, 
Guy, Leyland, MAN, Scammell, Scania, 
Volvo. Monmouthshire. 01291 423392 

DUNLOP OPTICAL TRACKING 
GAUGE 

£100. Full working order, excellent 
condition. Mid Glam. 01685 385770 

RENAULT SHELL TANKER 



£8.50 + p&p. Used condition, no box, 
straight model. Somerset. 07747 
614953 


EX MOD MOBILE BENCH/TOOL 
BOX 



£250. Heavy duty, very good condition, 
retractable wheels, lockable, hardwood 
top covered in stainless steel, cost new 
over £1 ,200, bargain. S Yorks. 0771 1 
956049 


HOUSE AND YARD 



£490,000. And garages, with 3 bedroom 
cottage. North Hampshire. Yard 74ft x 
56ft with long dirve 160ft plus area for 
caravan, low loader, etc. Ideal for classic 
vehicle enthusiast. All on 1/3 acre plot. 
Hampshire. 07950 373643 (RB) 


NATIONAL TRUST BADGE 



£35 post free. Metal type. Founded 
1895. Complete with grille fixing kit. 
Surrey. 07580 313669 (RB) 


VARIOUS TOOLS 

£POA. Mono 8 Wright Micrometer 
0-1 . Old model in special cage. New 
condition, £30. 0-25 micrometer, hardly 
used, £18. Stanley 04 smoothing plane, 
in original box, wooden handle, £35. 
Surrey. 020 8641 4238 (RB) 


VINTAGE REV COUNTER 



1920, £POA. 4 thousand revs per 
minute, fits 3/2 inch hole, 3 inches 
deep, cable driven from light aircraft, in 
excellent condition, any offers. Durham. 
01325 487809 or 07940 702604 


SERVICES 


DAVE ALLEN TRANSPORT 



Ring for details. Collection/delivery 
to and from shows/sales tractors, 
agricultural machinery, plant, 
commercial and military vehicles 
etc. Winch for non-runners, large or 
small equipment moved. Short notice, 
evenings/weekends no problem. Fully 
insured, www.daveallentransport.co.uk 
(T). Dorset. 01308 868741 or 07798 
84511 2 (KP) 
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BACK ISSUES 


Back issues for reference, information and entertainment. Order now while stocks last! Visit our website at: 
shop.kelsey.co.uk or telephone: 0845 241 5159 for UK orders and 0044 1959 543747 for international orders. 



JANUARY 

2016 


DECEMBER 
2015 





NOVEMBER 

2015 


OCTOBER 

2015 


SEPTEMBER 

2015 





JULY / AUGUST 
2015 


MARCH / APRIL 
2015 


JANUARY / FEBRUARY 
2014 


NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 
2014 



HOUGH 

DIAMONDS 




SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER 
2014 


JULY / AUGUST 
2014 


MAY / JUNE 
2014 


MARCH /APRIL 
2014 


JANUARY / FEBRUARY 
2014 


Back issues: £5.45 per issue, including postage & packing. 


(UK ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, CLASSIC TRUCK BACK ISSUES, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD, CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM KENT, TNI 6 3AG 

(INTERNATIONAL ONLY) PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: CLASSIC TRUCK BACK ISSUES, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD, CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENT, TN16 3AG UICq 




MM BACK ISSUES 


I wish to order the following Classic Truck back issues: 



n Digital back issues available from 

www.pocketmags.com 

search Classic Truck 


□ I WISH TO PAY BY CHEQUE 

I enclose my cheque for £ (payable to Kelsey Publishing Ltd) 

□ I WISH TO PAY BY DEBIT/CREDIT CARD 

© n SEn □ O n 

Card number: 

Valid from: Expiry date: 

Security code: Issue number (Maestro only): 

Signature: 


Name (as appears on card): 
Address: 


Postcode: 

E-mail (optional): 

Telephone: 

Are you a subscriber? □ YES □ NO 


Kelsey Media uses a multi layered Privacy Notice giving you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details call 01 959 543524. If you have any questions please ask as 
submitting your details indicates your consent, until you choose otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via direct mail, phone, email 
and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 01 959 543524. 











Super 

Scania 

Allen Esposti’s superb Scania 
143 is a show-standard truck 
which is still earning its keep! 

Plus: 

■ Jeff Sproston’s ‘Leyland 45’ 

■ James Voysey’s ERF E14 

■ Continental Classics 
Readers’ pictures 

and much, much more! 

* Subject to change without notice 
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THE CLUTCH AND FLYWHEEL ONE-STOP SHOP 


Full range of clutch kits, concentric slave cylinder release bearings, and flywheels 
Standard and X-tend clutch kits 
Dual mass flywheels 

Bespoke engineering, inclusive of Reverse Engineering, specialist clutches made to suit customer’s requirements 
Made in the UK, by people who understand your needs 



Other high end services Truckfix has to offer: 


Clutches jFlywheelsK Cranes jPSV yPlant 
Truck! Friction MaterialETechnical Advice 


Belonging to Cheshire Fire & Rescue Service, this is a lovely Leyland Fire 
Engine, and the clutch has a rare ‘vented’ pressure plate, and has been fully 
restored including our engineers creating a new vented plate together with a 
new flywheel wear plate and fully restoring the drive plate, including the addition 
of HD1 friction. The clutch cover also received 100% new coil springs and pins, 
with levers being reworked and hardened. 

The Truckfix team were very pleased with this job. 


Drive Plate Re-corking| Custom Clutch Service 


Tel: 01274 877322 Fax: 08448 584481 
E-mail: sales@truckfixclutches.com 

www.truckfixclutches.com 


Holders of major Bus, Coach, Crane & Truck fleet contracts. 

Truckfix Ltd. Highfields Works, Bradford Road, Cleckheaton, BD19 3TN 
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